
From September 2024 through August 2025, 39 children 
and youth in grades K-8 attended at least one day of Arts & 
Smarts activities. A total of 93 days of activities were offered 
in that time, resulting in 584 individual afternoons of creativ-
ity, learning, and growth. Of those children, 62% belonged 
to low-income families. All of our programming was offered 
at no cost to the children’s families. Daily activities included 
one-on-one homework help, visual arts, gardening, lead-
ership training, and substance abuse prevention. Through 
these activities, children gained important skills for life. Our 
program evaluation indicated that they built relationships 
within a supportive community of adults and fellow partici-
pants who encouraged them to explore their interests and to 
do better, which are indicators of future success.

THE PATCHWORK CENTRAL  
EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY
Last year, our food pantry served 1658 individuals from 1086 
households by distributing over 17.7 tons of food. The Pantry 
is open Monday-Thursday mornings and is one of six that 
make up Evansville’s Emergency Food Pantry Consortium 
(EEFPC). Individuals are eligible for a food order every 30 
days. Our main office staff manage intake and verify eligibil-
ity through the EEFPC call center. They also refer people to 
other pantries if needed. Each food order includes 3-4 days’ 
worth of food, meaning we distributed approximately 19,900 
meals' worth of food. Our food pantry also distributed 652 
pounds of dog food and 604 pounds of cat food from the Tuly 
Fund so recipients would not have to choose between feeding 
themselves or their pets. ARTS & SMARTS AFTER SCHOOL AND  

SUMMER CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMING
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The Patchwork Central Emergency Food Pantry

Patchwork Central completed another fiscal year on September 30, 2025, our 47th official year in existence. It was a busy year with plenty 
of activity in and around our building. Here is a summary of all that we accomplished!

ANOTHER YEAR COMPLETE

Arts & Smarts After School and Summer Children's Programming

The Patchwork Central Emergency Food Pantry

Arts & Smarts After School and Summer Children's Programming



ANOTHER YEAR  (continued)

NEIGHBORHOOD HOSPITALITY
One service Patchwork provides to our neighbors is simply 
our presence in the neighborhood. We call it Neighborhood 
Hospitality. Last year, we logged approximately 12,536 
instances of hospitality. These included cups of coffee, phone 
use, bread, fresh vegetables, and referrals to other local agen-
cies better equipped to assist the individual with their needs. 
It also included showers for 659 women and 1280 men (1939 
total) who, for various reasons, had no other access to shower 

facilities. They also included over 1700 instances of hygiene 
supplies distributed, over 1300 pairs of socks distributed, 
and over 450 referrals to other agencies better equipped to 
assist with a specific need. We also brewed approximately 
1659 pots of coffee and mixed up 338 pitchers of lemonade.  
Sometimes this hospitality is simply having a staff member 
able to lend a respectful listening ear to hear our neighbors’ 
frustrations, anger, or celebrations.

BIKE SHOP
The Bike Shop provides refurbished bikes to people who need 
them for transportation and repairs bikes to allow existing 
bike owners to keep their means of transportation roadwor-
thy. Last year, we provided 121 refurbished adult bikes to new 
owners at Patchwork. Beginning in January, we provided a 
bike lock and a set of bike lights with every refurbished bike 
we distributed. We also provided 22 refurbished adult bikes 
to the Vanderburgh County Sheriff’s Department as part of a 
partnership for their staff to distribute them to people being 
released from jail. Our Bike Shop completed approximately 
380 bike repairs for existing bike owners.

Neighborhood HospitalityNeighborhood Hospitality

Bike Shop
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Sozo Health Ministry

SOZO HEALTH MINISTRY
The Sozo Health Ministry promotes health and wholeness 
through weekly health screenings, education, advocacy, 
non-emergency medical transportation, complementary 
and alternative wellness services, and spiritual care. Last 
year, we provided 3227 total health encounters for about 
235 total clients. Services included 438 instances of trans-
porting clients to medical appointments, 541 checks of blood 
pressure, and 4126 instances of over-the-counter health sup-
plies distributed. Last year also included 17 foot soaks. They 
included 34 occasions in which staff identified emergency 
health situations in clients and 911 was called or the client 
was transported to an ER. 



Everything that Patchwork Central accomplished in the past year would not have been possible without 
financial and in-kind contributions from:

THANK YOU!

ANOTHER YEAR  (continued)

BUILDING USE
Patchwork provides space for other organizations who, like 
us, are working to make a stronger, healthier, and more 
peaceful community. Many people pass through our build-
ing on a weekly or monthly basis to visit these organizations. 
Last year, these groups included Narcotics Anonymous and 
the Evansville Friends Meeting.

WORSHIP
Patchwork holds weekly worship services on Sunday eve-
nings at 5:15 pm. Services are ecumenical and completely 
volunteer-led. Worship has been important at Patchwork 
since its beginning as a neighborhood ministry in 1977.  
Worship services are held both in person and livestreamed 
on the “Patchwork Central Worship” Facebook page.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
Patchwork maintains an urban garden next to our building, 
and we have since 1995. It provides pleasant green space for 
our neighborhood, and it serves as an educational tool to use 
with the children in our programs.

728 Chic Boutique 
ABIZ Roofing & Construction
Leola Ahrens
Greg & Mary Allen
Randall & Cheryl Alsman
Phil & Elaine Amerson
Anonymous
Daniel Armstrong
Mohammad & Helen Azarian
Robert Baines
Carol & Joseph Ballard
Margaret Ballard
Tom & Marcia Ballard
Carol Ballard
Bancroft Blue Design Co
Michele Garvin & Mary Beckman
Jean Beckman

Bonnie Benson
Bethany Christian Church
BNI, Nothin' But Net Chapter 
Nancy & Bob Bock
Tom Bogenschutz
Brian & Susan Bohrnstedt
Dean & Karen Bosler 
Jeremy Bost
Bower-Surheinrich Foundation
Al & Cathy Bragin
Jim & Sandy Brenneman
Bristol Myers Squibb Employer Match 
Program
John & Eileen Brittain
Gloria Bryant
Bob & Carol Bryce
Deborah Burdick

Charlie & Deb Butler
Ed Cahill
Mary Jo & Peter Cashel-Cordo
CC Custom Reporting
CenterPoint Energy
Bill & Pat Cheadle
Jerry & Deanne Cheadle
Barbara Cheadle
Nino & Linda Cocchiarella
Community Central Church
Dick & Meg Connolly
Ed & Candice Cook
Kris Coon
Jack & Phyllis Corn
Costco
Crescent-Cresline-Wabash Plastics 
Foundation
Mary Damm
Linzey Davis
Jack Deppe
Jill Desantis
Brian & Lita Doesken
Phyllis Donahue
George Donigian
Kimberly Dunning
Rita Durnin
Rita Eades
John & Leah Eads
Brent & Catherine Elliott
Peter Emery
Anna & Michael Ennis
JR&R Enterprises
Obie Evans
Evansville Audubon Society

Evansville Bicycle Club Inc
Evansville Downtown Optimists 
Foundation, Inc.
Valerie Ewers
Fahrlander Family
Fairlawn UMC
Fairlawn United Methodist Church
FC Tucker Emge Realtors
Dora Feagley
Sarah Fedolfi
Paul & Christy Ferguson
First Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church, Evansville
First Presbyterian Church, Mt Vernon
Donald & Martha Fischer
Barrett Fisher
Carol Fisher
Philip & Helen Fisher
Fletcher Chapel Church
Abe Ford
Forward Together Grant Program from 
The City of Evansville
Diane Fowler
Michele & Joey Fralick
Richard & Virginia Franz
FrontStream Employer Match Program
Bonnie Funke
Marcel Garcia
Kelly Gates
Stephen & Julia Georgesen
Chris Gibson
Don Goerlitz
Miriam & Ryan Goertzen-Regier
Natasha Goodge



THANK YOU!  (continued)
Cynthia Graves
Jerry & Iris-Marie Graville
Kasey Gray Insurance
Greater Evansville Youth
Green River Kiwanis Club of Evansville
Janice Greene
Phyllis Grimm
Jeffrey Gruszewski
John & Donna Hamilton
George Hansert
LD & Cristie Harry 
Steve & Betty Hartman
Harvest Time
Hasgoe
Jennifer Hayes
Bill & Jill Hemminger
Wayne & Jewell Henning
Heritage Federal Credit Union
Michael & Helen Herrell
Janice Heseman
Jean Hess
Ricki Hoffmann
Linda Holder
Holiday Management Foundation
Dan Howell
Ashley Hughes
Joyce Hunsberger
Thomas & Jean Hunsberger
Joann Hunter
The Aline & Edgar Igleheart 
Foundation
Tom & Evelyn Ingle Charitable Trust
Inklings Book Group
Patricia Jackson
William Jacobs
Jagoe Homes, Inc
Ronald & Charles Ann Jarvis
Heather Jeffers
Nils & Jane Johansen
Tim Hadley & Jason Johnson
Allison Pendell Jones
Lisa & Bob Jones
Paul Jones
Elizabeth Kalb
Dolores Kase
Chelsea Key-Jones
Ron & Patricia Kimberlin
Phil Kinsey
Cynthia Koch
Douglass Korb
Robert Kuhlman
Lafe Ransom
Gail & Bill LaFief
Lantz-Scapes
Deena Laska-Lewis
Sylvia Lautzenheiser
Phil Lieberman
Daniel Linthicum
Cindy Luigs
Kathryn Ogilvy Lynch
Dennis Malfatti

Mamie Young Trust
Cecile Martin
Donna & Paul Marvel
Mike & Donna Mayes
Roberta Heiman & Paul McAuliffe
Mary McCarthy
Isabella McCool
McCutchenville Community Church
Dee McDonald
Angela McGee
Jane & Gregg  McManus
Lisa & Stanley Memmer
George L. Mesker Music Trust
Methodist Temple
Peter Miller
Patty Mills
Jacquelyn Monroe
Logan Moore
Stephanie Morris
Don & Susan Mosbey
Jeff Mueller
Robyn & John Musgrave
 Musgrave Law Office
James Mushrush
Caroline Nellis
Robert & Emma Nicholls
Kathryn Nix
Guinevere Norris
Ellen & Kim Norton
Pat Novack
Oasis Landscaping & Nursery
Carole & Gary O'neill
Patricia Owens
Marie & Randy Pease
Wayne & Sally Perkins
Gary & Julie Pilcher
Lew & Jeanette Plane
Lisa Powers
Betsy Pruitt
Pearl Quartey-Kumapley
David Ralston
Jenni & Lafe Ransom
Red Spot Paint & Varnish Co
Roland & Carolyn Reed
Martha Reek
Regional Title Services
Jim & Lynn Renne
John & Carolyn Rich
Gail & Ron Riecken
Netah Roberts
Lance & Carleen Rubel
Matt Rundle
Lois Sadler
Salem UMC
Carl & Judy Sandlin
Camila & Michael Scavuzzo
John Scheer
Alex Schmitt
Sue & Russ Seiler
Alice Serr
Marlene Shaw

Amy Macdonell & Randall Shepard
Shepherd of The Hills Lutheran Church
Simpson UMC
Dean & Heather Skinner
Mary Smith Trust
Kimberly Spaetti
Charleen Spear
Abigail Sperry
SRG Global
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church
Sherrianne Standley
John & Shawn Sterne
Judith Stewart
Susan Stuckemeyer   
Amy Susott
Substance Abuse Council of 
Vanderburgh County
Nancy Synowiec
Julie & John Talley
Veltri Taylor
Melissa & Mark Tiessen-Dyck
Ann Tornatta
William Tortoriello
Trinity United Methodist Church
Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Evansville

Michael & Melissa Vandeveer
Mamie Vanleer
James Vincent
Beverly & Wymond Walton
Phyllis Ward
Kathryn Waters & Matthew Graham
Laura Weaver
Bryan & Nicole Webb
Rita Wedig
Stephanie Weiner
Joselyn Whitticker
Dixie Wilsbacher
Katherine Wilson
Bob Wippe
Nicole Wolf
Susie & Mike Wolf
Woodward Commercial Realty
Steve & Susan Worthington
Marianna & Robert Wright
Sherri Wright
Scott Wylie
Youth Resources of Southwestern 
Indiana
Larry Ziegler 
 



THANK YOU!  (continued)

These lists include gifts and volunteer time contributed between 10/1/24 and 9/30/25. We are very grateful for everything we receive. While we have worked 
to ensure that this list is correct, we apologize for any errors we may have made. We appreciate your support and understanding.

Additional donations were given in 
Honor or in Memory:
Roger & Bonnie Ambrose in memory 
of Carroll Kaylor
Phil & Elaine Amerson in honor of 
Calvin & Nelia
Phyllis Bixler in memory of Laura 
Weaver
Cynthia Brinker in honor of Matthew 
Graham
Pam Cahoon in memory of Judi 
Jacobson and Alan Winslow
Chaz & Emily Cheadle in memory of 
John A. Cheadle & Edward W. Nugent
Dick & Meg Connolly in memory of 
Laura Weaver
Kelley & Justin Coures in memory of 
Traci Dallas
John & Leah Eads in honor of Jane 
Vickers on her 30th Anniversary at 
Patchwork
Jingle Hagey in honor of Jane Vickers
Becca Hartman-Pickerill in memory of 
John A. Cheadle
Randy & Cindy Hupfer in memory of 
Carroll Kaylor
Silver Jacobson in memory of Judi 
Jacobson & Alan Winslow
Ann Kautzmann art supplies for kids; 
in memory of her brother John Gordon 
Kautzmann
Ali Kaylor in memory of Carroll Kaylor
Douglass Korb in memory of Ina and 
Don Freeman and Laura Weaver
Paula Kupferer pet food fund in 
memory of her dog Portia
Gail & Bill LaFief for pet food in 
memory of Portia, a rescue dog
Ty Manthey in memory of John A. 
Cheadle
Caroline Nellis in memory of Ross 
Meny

Robert Ouellette in memory of Ed & 
Marion Oullette
Patricia Owens in memory of Myra 
Loehrlein
Mary Rutherford in honor of Camila 
Scavuzzo
Mary Rutherford in memory of Alan 
Winslow
Camila & Michael Scavuzzo in honor of 
Jane Vickers on her 30th Anniversary 
at Patchwork
Rebecca Scott in memory of Carroll 
Kaylor
Sherrianne Standley in memory of 
Barry Standley
Jane Case Vickers in honor of Phyllis 
Case
Susie & Mike Wolf in memory of Susie 
Hartig Summers & in honor of Gerald 
Summers
Volunteers:
The following 112 adult and high 
school volunteers contributed 
over 3800 hours of their time to 
Patchwork’s programming.
Daniel Amani
Beth Baker
Tom Ballard
Tressie Barber
Lara Barton
Bob Bock
Nancy Bock
Jim Bough
Sandy Breneman
Michelle Brettschneider
Wren Brooks
Michelle Brown
Azariah Campbell
Jalyssa Cobbs
Elaina Collyer

Shelby Corbin
Maxine Cowgill
Mary Damm
Clay Davis
Jack Deppe
Jill DeSantis
Alex DeVries
Phyllis Donahue
Kat du Lec
Cathy Dutton
Pete Emery
Maleigha Emory
Mary Engelland
Emma Farmer
Paul Ferguson
Helen Fisher
Susan Fowler
Blake Franklin
Patsy Frazier
Robert Giust
Matthew Graham
Lynn Heitzman
Judy Horton
Daelyn Humphrey
Mel Jarboe
Addison Koch
Grayson Koch
Ethan Kumapley
Ethan Kurapsky
Bill LaFief
Gail LaFief
Daniel Libasia
Israel Libasia
Phil Lieberman
Myles Luna
Pat Marienau
Shelley Mathias

Melanie McDowell
Amanda Metzger
Paul Miller
Patricia Mills
Jessica Muehlbauer
Jeff Mueller
Paris Murray
June Mushrush
Gary O'Neill
Patty O'Neill
Jean Page
Krishna Patel
Andrew Pendle
William Ransom
Kimron Reising
Sophia Rhoades
Alexis Sales
Kahra Schmitt
Elijah Sealauske
Aleena Sevic
Tsering Sherpa
Elijah Siebacke
Evan Soresen
Barbra Stahura
Jim Tolen
Aiden Wadkins
Carol Watson
Mary Jane Wedding
Robert Whitby
Susan Wilkie
Ken Willingham
Daniel Wilson
Lauren Wilson
Duncan Wu

SOUP, SALAD, & STYLE!
We held our signature Soup, Salad, & Style event on October 
22 at Venue 812. It was a lovely luncheon filled with the lat-
est fall fashions from Wild Flower Boutique and delicious food 
prepared by Venue 812. All funds raised by the event benefited 
Patchwork as we continue to serve our community.

Soup, Salad, & Style

WE’RE GRATEFUL TO THE FOLLOWING SPONSORS:
• Venue 812
• F.C. Tucker Emge
• Mary McCarthy-F.C. Tucker Emge
• Stephanie Morris Homes
• Oasis Landscaping
• Woodward Commercial Real Estate
• Hasgoe
• Lynne Renne

• Cookie Smith
• Patricia Jackson
• Zip’s Equipment Services
• Madisonville Garage Doors
• Kasey Fuquay-State Farm
• Jagoe Homes
• CenterPoint Energy
• Mary McCarthy

We’re already looking forward to next year, so mark your cal-
endar and plan to join us for our next Soup, Salad, & Style on 
October 28, 2026!



TAX CREDITS AVAILABLE!

LAURA WEAVER

Your donation to Patchwork could earn you an Indiana state 
tax credit in addition to the usual federal tax deduction!

This is possible through the Neighborhood Assistance Pro-
gram or NAP. Every donation through the NAP program 
results in an Indiana state tax credit equal to half of the dona-
tion. For example, if you donate $100, you will receive a $50 
credit on your Indiana state taxes. 

The number of tax credits we have available is limited, so 
contact John Rich today if you are interested in giving 
through this program! You can reach him through email at 
JohnRich@Patchwork.org or call (812) 424-2735. 

For many, many years, if you sent a donation to support 
Patchwork you received a written thank you note from Laura 
Weaver. Laura passed away this past spring on April 18 at 93.

Laura grew up in a Conservative Mennonite home in Lan-
caster County, Pennsylvania. Her mother encouraged her 
education and learning. Laura loved books from a very early 
age and wished every day could be a school day. Over the 
course of her life, Laura earned multiple degrees culminating 
in a Ph.D. in English. She held multiple teaching positions.

In 1980, Laura landed at the University of Evansville where 
she taught in the English department until her retirement 
in 1999. In her academic life, she wrote articles on Menno-
nite women and work. She also explored her own questions 
of identity related to her journey from early life in a con-
servative Mennonite community to life among more liberal 
Mennonites. Her gradual decision to stop wearing a Menno-
nite head covering remained symbolic of this change.

Laura described herself as a life-long Mennonite who found a 
religious home at both Patchwork Central and First Presby-
terian Church in Evansville. 

Laura was the keeper of birthdays for everyone in her life. She 
loved flavorful food, a handsome cat, a good book, a bawdy 
joke, a good four-part Mennonite hymn, and a clever con-
versation.  She was always gracious and delighted in every 
small kindness.

Laura leaves behind a global network of countless friends, 
colleagues, and former students; her second family among 
the Patchwork Central Worship Community; and her biolog-
ical family: four nieces and a nephew and their children and 
grandchildren.

Contributions were made to Patchwork in Laura’s memory. 
Laura also chose Patchwork as one of the beneficiaries of her 
estate. 



E-NEWSLETTER
MORE STORIES! MORE PHOTOS! MORE NEWS!

Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter!  
You will receive email updates highlighting the 

most recent happenings at Patchwork.  
Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org,  

and click the "join our mailing list" link!

BEQUESTS
The next time you update your will, please  

consider adding Patchwork Central, Inc. as a 
beneficiary. As a 501 (c)3 nonprofit organization, 

Patchwork is eligible to receive donations  
from bequests. Any size of gift makes a big  
difference in providing for our programming  
and contributing to our long-term stability.

Please be generous as you consider sending your 
cash contribution in the envelopes provided for your 
convenience. Your generosity will help us to continue 

the Patchwork tradition of providing these many 
creative programs.

MISSION STATEMENT
Patchwork Central creates community, honors personal 
dignity, empowers people, and encourages spiritual and 
social growth through its programs and hospitality, its 
opportunities for learning, its creative atmosphere and 
cultivation of the arts, and its work toward reconciliation 

and a more peaceful and just world.

Amy Rich
Mooney Printing

Editor & Photos
Layout & Printing
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PATCHWORK CENTRAL, INC.
100 Washington Ave.

Evansville, IN 47713-1521
(812) 424-2735

www.patchwork.org

PATCHWORK CENTRAL STAFF

John & Amy Rich
Shawn Craddock

Jane Case Vickers

Co-Executive Directors
Hospitality Coordinator
Director of Arts & 
Education Programs

Molly Fahrlander 
Cathy Dutton

Veltri Taylor 
Bill Hemminger

Pete Emery

Program Assistant
Program Assistant
Associate Health Minister 
Food Pantry Coordinator
Bike Shop Coordinator
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E-Newsletter
More Stories! More Photos! More News!
Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter! You will 
receive email updates highlighting the most recent 
happenings at Patchwork.

Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org, 
and click the “join our mailing list” link!

Sunday Worship 
 The Patchwork Community meets for worship

every Sunday  5:15 p.m.
at the Meetinghouse, 100 Washington Ave,

followed by a covered dish supper.
All are welcome!

Bequests
The next time you update your will, please consider 

receive donations from bequests. Any size of gift makes 
a big difference in providing for our programming and 
contributing to our long-term stability.  Please be generous as you consider sending 

your cash contribution in the envelope 
provided for your convenience. Your generosity 
will help us continue the Patchwork tradition of 

providing these many creative programs. 
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Sozo Health Ministry (con’t)

mind when you think of health care, but it is an important 
part of the fabric of relationships that create community. 
In the same way that individuals build friendships (like my 
friendship with my arm-grabbing library employee buddy), 
organizations build collaborations.

The Sozo Health Ministry is honored to be partnering with 
the Evansville-Vanderburgh Public Library to help bring 
greater access, awareness, education, and care to improve 
the health of the Evansville community. Collaborations like 
this have begun to pop up in larger cities, but it is unusual to 

they are, 2.) Develop abilities to shape their 
own lives, and 3.) Learn how to engage 
with and contribute to the world around 
them (Search Institute. Relationships First: 
Creating connections that help young 

Institute reports that “the evidence is 
clear that students who have higher levels 
of developmental relationships also are 
more likely to be successful at school and 
in other ways (Scales & Pekel. Remember 
the Relationships: the missing link that 
makes measures of students’ social and 
emotional learning more understandable 

This relates to existing research on the val-
ue of “protective factors” within children’s 
lives. The term “protective factors” refers to 
the characteristics of environments that ap-
pear to alter—or even reverse—potential 
negative outcomes and enable individuals to 
transform adversity and develop resilience 
despite risk. These protective factors fall 
into three basic categories:

Caring relationships that convey 
compassion, understanding, respect, 
and genuine interest in the individual; are grounded in listening; and establish safety and basic trust.
High expectation messages

Opportunities for meaningful participation and contribution, including opportunities for valued responsi-
bilities, for making decisions, for giving voice and being heard, and for contributing one’s talents to the community. 

(Benard, Bonnie. “The Foundations of the Resiliency Framework.” Resiliency in Action, 2012. Web. October 8 2013.)

Combining this research with Patchwork’s nearly four decades of experience supporting and educating children after 
school, we have created the following outcomes for our Arts & Smarts program: 

All program participants will feel that they have adults at Patchwork who care about them and who challenge 
them to do their best.
Participants will do better in school and will have more positive attitudes about learning and school.
Participants will feel that they have new opportunities to explore their individual talents and interests, new 
opportunities to develop new talents and interests, and caring adults who acknowledge and support their talents 
and interests. 
In particular, arts participants will feel their talents in the areas of creativity and visual art are nurtured.
Participants will be challenged to think of positive futures for themselves, and they will gain skills to help them 
reach these goals (including substance abuse prevention skills and knowledge of college and how to attend).

So if you stop by our Arts & Smarts program on an afternoon after school, you may see us creating a ceramic 
unicorn camel to join a nativity set or daring to nibble on raw okra slices or helping to memorize spelling words or 
constructing marble runs or practicing the guitar. Sure, we’re having a lot of fun, but we’re also doing the important 
work of building valuable skills and relationships that will help children succeed.
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Arts & Smarts: Having Fun and Changing Lives (con’t)

MISSION STATEMENT
Patchwork Central creates community, honors personal 
dignity, empowers people, and encourages spiritual 
and social growth through its programs and hospitality, 
its opportunities for learning, its creative atmosphere 
and cultivation of the arts, and its work toward 
reconciliation and a more peaceful and just world.
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greater access, awareness, education, and care to improve 
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this have begun to pop up in larger cities, but it is unusual to 

they are, 2.) Develop abilities to shape their 
own lives, and 3.) Learn how to engage 
with and contribute to the world around 
them (Search Institute. Relationships First: 
Creating connections that help young 

Institute reports that “the evidence is 
clear that students who have higher levels 
of developmental relationships also are 
more likely to be successful at school and 
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makes measures of students’ social and 
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This relates to existing research on the val-
ue of “protective factors” within children’s 
lives. The term “protective factors” refers to 
the characteristics of environments that ap-
pear to alter—or even reverse—potential 
negative outcomes and enable individuals to 
transform adversity and develop resilience 
despite risk. These protective factors fall 
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compassion, understanding, respect, 
and genuine interest in the individual; are grounded in listening; and establish safety and basic trust.
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Opportunities for meaningful participation and contribution, including opportunities for valued responsi-
bilities, for making decisions, for giving voice and being heard, and for contributing one’s talents to the community. 

(Benard, Bonnie. “The Foundations of the Resiliency Framework.” Resiliency in Action, 2012. Web. October 8 2013.)

Combining this research with Patchwork’s nearly four decades of experience supporting and educating children after 
school, we have created the following outcomes for our Arts & Smarts program: 

All program participants will feel that they have adults at Patchwork who care about them and who challenge 
them to do their best.
Participants will do better in school and will have more positive attitudes about learning and school.
Participants will feel that they have new opportunities to explore their individual talents and interests, new 
opportunities to develop new talents and interests, and caring adults who acknowledge and support their talents 
and interests. 
In particular, arts participants will feel their talents in the areas of creativity and visual art are nurtured.
Participants will be challenged to think of positive futures for themselves, and they will gain skills to help them 
reach these goals (including substance abuse prevention skills and knowledge of college and how to attend).

So if you stop by our Arts & Smarts program on an afternoon after school, you may see us creating a ceramic 
unicorn camel to join a nativity set or daring to nibble on raw okra slices or helping to memorize spelling words or 
constructing marble runs or practicing the guitar. Sure, we’re having a lot of fun, but we’re also doing the important 
work of building valuable skills and relationships that will help children succeed.
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BEQUESTS
The next time you update your will, please consider 
adding Patchwork Central, Inc. as a beneficiary. As a 
501 (c)3 nonprofit organization, Patchwork is eligible to 
receive donations from bequests. Any size of gift makes 
a big difference in providing for our programming and 

contributing to our long-term stability.

E-NEWSLETTER
MORE STORIES! MORE PHOTOS! MORE NEWS!

Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter! You will receive 
email updates highlighting the most recent happenings  

at Patchwork.

Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org, and click  
the "join our mailing list" link!

SUNDAY WORSHIP
The Patchwork Community meets for worship

every Sunday at 5:15 p.m.
at the Meetinghouse, 100 Washington Ave,

followed by a covered dish supper.
All are welcome!
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During this fall’s Arts & Smarts children’s program, we’ve greeted both 
familiar faces and new ones among our participants and our volunteers. 
We’ve marveled at how much some of our returning participants have 
grown over the summer. We’ve introduced ourselves to new children  
and their parents. 

We’ve helped families with children who need some extra help in school 
to make tutoring appointments with Dixie and her group of volunteer 
tutors. We’ve celebrated the start of Book Club with balloons from Melody, 
a volunteer. We’ve traveled around the world without leaving Patchwork’s 
kitchen thanks to treats brought for an International Party hosted by 
students who are part of the University of Southern Indiana International 
Community Service Program. 

We’ve taught our older participants in grades 6-8 how to be good leaders, 
and we’ve helped build their team spirit in preparation for leading the 
younger participants. We’ve built everyone’s creativity and ceramics skills 
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
in November at Patchwork’s Holiday Art Sale. Along the way, we’ve had a 
lot of fun,  and we’ve built a strong and supportive community of program 
participants and adults. 

Another activity we’ve engaged in is sharing our “sparks”. Sparks are things 
like playing guitar, creating a woven wall hanging, or something else that 
represents an interest or passion that someone has within themselves. 
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
world. Research by the Search Institute has shown that sparks promote healthy, positive development and contribute 
to psychological well-being and resilience and that students with sparks engage in fewer risk-taking behaviors, such 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
exploration of those sparks is supported by family, friends, school, and community have better interpersonal skills, 
more empathy, and are better 
able to work in teams. (Search 
Institute, Insights & Evidence. 
Vol 5, No 1. December 2010.)

Our programming also 
emphasizes building high 
quality relationships between 
participants and adult staff and 
volunteers. This is in line with 
additional developing research 
from the Search Institute on 
the value of developmental 
relationships like these. The 
Search Institute’s research 
������������������������
developmental if they help 
young people 1.) Discover who 
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