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Patchwork has recently completed another year of serving our neighbors near downtown Evansville. Below 
you will find a list of our core programming and brief summaries of what we’ve done in the past year. We 
accomplished a lot!

ACCOMPLISHED

Arts & Smarts After School and Summer Children's Programming

Arts & Smarts After School and Summer Children's Programming

The Patchwork Central Emergency Food Pantry

THE PATCHWORK CENTRAL  
EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY
Last year, our food pantry served 1971 individuals from 1186 
households by distributing over 19 tons of food. The Pantry 
is open Monday–Thursday mornings and is one of six that 
make up Evansville’s Emergency Food Pantry Consortium 
(EEFPC). Individuals are eligible for a food order every 30 
days. Our main office staff manage intake and verify eligibil-
ity through the EEFPC call center. They also refer people to 
other pantries if needed. Each food order includes 3-4 days’ 
worth of food, meaning we distributed approximately 23,600 
meals-worth of food. Our food pantry also distributed 1522 
pounds of dog food and 920 pounds of cat food from the Tuly 
Fund so recipients would not have to choose between feeding 
themselves or their pets.

ARTS & SMARTS AFTER SCHOOL AND  
SUMMER CHILDREN'S PROGRAMMING
In the last year, 39 children and youth in grades K-8 attended 
at least one day of Arts & Smarts activities. A total of 123 
days of activities were offered in that time, resulting in 898 
individual afternoons of creativity, learning, and growth. Of 
those children, 79% belonged to low-income families. All of 
our programming was offered at no cost to the children’s fam-
ilies. Daily activities included one-on-one homework help, 
visual arts, gardening, leadership training, and substance 
abuse prevention. Through these activities, children gained 
important skills for life. Our program evaluation indicated 
that they built relationships within a supportive community 
of adults and fellow participants who encouraged them to 
explore their interests and to do better, which are indicators 
of future success.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOSPITALITY
One service Patchwork provides to our neighbors is simply  
our presence in the neighborhood. We call it Neighborhood  
Hospitality. Last year, we logged approximately 11,905 in- 
stances of hospitality. These included cups of coffee, phone 
use, bread, fresh vegetables, and referrals to other local agen-
cies better equipped to assist the individual with their needs. 
It also included showers for 594 women and 1556 men (2150 
total) who, for various reasons, had no other access to shower 
facilities. They also included over 1600 instances of hygiene 
supplies distributed, over 1300 pairs of socks distributed, and 
over 400 referrals to other agencies better equipped to assist 
with a specific need. We also brewed approximately 1712 pots 
of coffee and mixed up 346 pitchers of lemonade.  Sometimes 
this hospitality is simply having a staff member able to lend 
a respectful listening ear to hear our neighbors’ frustrations, 
anger, or celebrations.



BIKE SHOP
The Bike Shop provides refurbished bikes to people who  
need them for transportation and repairs bikes to allow 
existing bike owners to keep their means of transportation 
roadworthy. Last year, we provided 138 refurbished adult 
bikes to new owners at Patchwork. We also provided 38 
refurbished adult bikes to the Vanderburgh County Sheriff’s 
Department as part of a partnership for their staff to dis-
tribute them to people being released from jail. We also did 
approximately 400 bike repairs for existing bike owners.

COMMUNITY GARDEN
Patchwork maintains an urban garden next to our building, 
and we have since 1995. It provides pleasant green space for 
our neighborhood, and it serves as an educational tool to use 
with the children in our programs.

WORSHIP
Patchwork holds weekly worship services on Sunday eve-
nings at 5:15 pm. Services are ecumenical and completely 
volunteer-led. Worship has been important at Patchwork 
since its beginning as a neighborhood ministry in 1977.  
Worship services are held both in person and on Facebook 
Live.

BUILDING USE
Patchwork provides space for other organi-
zations who, like us, are working to make 
a stronger, healthier, and more peaceful 
community. Many people pass through our 
building on a weekly or monthly basis to 
visit these organizations. Last year, these 
groups included Narcotics Anonymous, the 
Evansville Friends Meeting, and Greater 
Evansville Youth.

Neighborhood Hospitality

Bike Shop

Arts & Smarts After School and Summer Children's Programming

SOZO HEALTH MINISTRY
The Sozo Health Ministry promotes health and wholeness 
through weekly health screenings, education, advocacy, 
non-emergency medical transportation, complementary and 
alternative wellness services, and spiritual care. Last year, we 
provided 1698 total health encounters for about 226 total cli-
ents. Services included 167 instances of transporting clients 
to medical appointments, 559 checks of blood pressure, and 
1685 instances of over-the-counter health supplies distrib-
uted. Last year also included 44 foot soaks or other holistic 
health measures. They included 12 occasions in which staff 
identified emergency health situations in clients and 911 was 
called or the client was transported to an ER.

ACCOMPLISHED  (continued)

Neighborhood Hospitality
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Leola Ahrens
Aldersgate UMC
Greg & Mary Allen
Phil & Elaine Amerson
Anonymous
Daniel Armstrong
Ajay & Amy Arora
Estate of Donna Babb
Kevin Bain
Cynthia Christy Baker
Baker Chapel UMC
Carol & Joseph Ballard
Margaret Ballard
Tom Ballard
Robert & Mary Bartlett Foundation
Pat Bateman
Charles Bauer
Vaneta Becker
Eric & Patti Beckman
Jean Beckman
Bonnie Benson
Berry Global
Janet & Steve Best
Bethany Christian Church
Bethlehem UCC
Timothy Black
Paul & Lora Blaylock
Bob & Nancy Bock
Dean & Karen Bosler
Jeremy Bost
David & Mary Bower
Bower-Surheinrich Foundation
Al & Cathy Bragin
Vicki Brasel
Jim & Sandy Brenneman
Bristol Myers Squibb Employee  
Match Program
Linda Brock

Randall Brown
Gloria Bryant
John & Michele Bryant
Bob & Carol Bryce
Deb Burdick
Pete Burzynski
Charlie & Deb Butler
Casey & Lisa Calvert 
Mary Jo & Peter Cashel-Cordo
Mike Cashman
CenterPoint Energy
Nicole Chapman
Barbara & John Cheadle
Bill & Pat Cheadle
Chaz & Emily Cheadle
Jerry & Deanne Cheadle
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
Indiana Regional Summer  
Campers & Staff
Robin Church
Richard & Jo Clouse
Dick & Meg Connolly
Ed & Candice Cook
Lottie Cook
Kris Coon
Jack & Phyllis Corn
Crescent-Cresline-Wabash Plastics 
Foundation
Crop Walk Participants
Mary Damm
Anna Dauer
Deaconess Hospital
Jack Deppe
Disney Employee Matching Program
Brian & Lita Doesken
Larry & Suzanne Donald
George Donigian
Lenny & Annie Dowhie
Duplicate Bridge Club
Rita Eades
John & Leah Eads
Karen Edwards
Brent & Catherine Elliott 
Pete Emery 
The Fr. James R. Endress  
Charitable Fund
Ann & Michael Ennis
Janet Esser
Evansville Audubon Society
Evansville Downtown Optimists 
Foundation
Valerie Ewers
Fairlawn UMC
Mary Farney
Ron & Norma Faust
FC Tucker Emge Realtors
Paul & Christy Ferguson
Field & Main Bank

Judith Filbert
First Baptist Church
First Ebenezer Baptist Church
First Presbyterian Church, Evansville
First Presbyterian Church, Mt. Vernon
Donald & Martha Fischer
Barrett Fisher
Carol Fisher
Philip & Helen Fisher
Fletcher Chapel 
Michele Fralick
Richard & Virginia Franz
G.R. Freeman Heating & Air
Marcel Garcia Chiropractic
Laura Garrett
Steven & Judy Gerbig
Chris Gibson
Don Goerlitz
Kasey Gray Insurance
Greater Evansville Youth
Green River Dentistry
Green River Kiwanis Club of Evansville
Betsy Gregg
Phyllis Grimm
Kelly & Marilyn Haley
John & Donna Hamilton
George Hansert
Cristie & LD Harry
Donna Hartey & Neighbors
Steve & Betty Hartman
Harvest Time Inner City Ministries
Jennifer Hayes
Haynie's Corner Brewing Company
Maxwell Hedon
Bill & Jill Hemminger
Wayne & Jewell Henning
Michael & Helen Herrell
Janice Heseman
Jean Hess
Pamela & Selby Hinkebein

Ricki Jo Hoffmann
Linda & Bob Holder
Holiday Management Foundation
Dan Howell
Joyce Hunsberger
Thomas & Jean Hunsberger
Wally & Rhonda Hyde
IBEW Local 16
Aline & Edgar Igleheart Foundation
The Indiana Arts Commission
Tom & Evelyn Ingle Charitable Trust
Ronald & Charles Ann Jarvis
Sandra Jewell
Nils & Jane Johansen
Allison Pendell Jones
Paul Jones
Elizabeth Kalb
Delores Kase
Terrence Keating
Joan Keck
Scott & Holly Kincaid 
Phil Kinsey
Douglass Korb
John Korschgen
Susan Kuhlenschmidt
Robert Kuhlman
Gail & Bill LaFief
Sylvia Lautzenheiser
John Lawler
Zadie Lawler
Rhonda Lester
April Lewton
Mary MacGregor & Phil Lieberman 
Dan Linthicum
William Longtine
Kate Ogilvy Lynch
Dennis Malfatti
Mamie Young Trust
Ty Manthey
David & Pat Marienau

Everything that Patchwork Central accomplished in the past year would not have been possible without 
financial and in-kind contributions from:

THANK YOU!
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Cecile Martin
Colleen Martin
Mike & Donna Mayes
Roberta Heiman & Paul McAuliffe
Mary McCarthy
Lloyd Winnecke & Carol McClintock
Isabella McCool
McCutchanville Community Church
Dee McDonald
Charmaine McDowell
Angela McGee
Leslie McKown
Jane & Gregg McManus
Lisa & Stanley Memmer
George L. Mesker Music Trust
Methodist Temple
Alan Miles
Lynn Miller Pease
Patty Mills
Mary Jane & Richard Montgomery
Stephanie Morris
Bill Morrison
Don & Susan Mosbey
Jim & Mary Kay Muehlbauer 
Glenda Murray
Lydia & Tom Murray
Robyn & John Musgrave
Caroline Nellis
Taylor Neukam
The New Century Club

New Horizons Financial Consultants
Kathryn Nix
Cheryl Noble
Nothin' But Net Chapter BNI
Oasis Landscaping & Nursery 
Shane & Patricia O'Neill
Oswald Marketing
Robert Ouellette
Jamie Parker
Marie & Randy Pease
Wayne & Sally Perkins
Pets For Vets
Gary & Julie Pilcher
Lew & Jeanette Plane
Lisa Powers
Pearl Quartey 
David & Sherri Ralston
Red Spot Paint & Varnish Co
Roland & Carolyn Reed
Michael Reis
Jim & Lynn Renne
John & Carolyn Rich
Olive Rich
Gail & Ron Riecken
Nelson & Joyse Rivers
Netah Roberts
Richard Royalty
Lance & Carleen Rubel
Dee Russell
Lois Sadler

Salem UMC
Kay Sander
Billie Sanders Davies
Carl & Judy Sandlin
SBC Global
Camila & Michael Scavuzzo
John Scheer
James Schnautz
Schnutte Tower Food Pantry
Fred Schoffstein
John C & Diane Schroeder
Sue & Russ Seiler
Marlene Shaw
Amy MacDonell & Randall Shepard
James Shepherd
Shepherd of The Hills Lutheran Church
Tom Shetler
Dean & Heather Skinner
Abigail Sperry
Steve & Jean Spradley
St Luke Lutheran Church
St. Peters on the Hill
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church
Sherrianne Standley
Judith Stewart
Thomas Stratton
Sue Stuckemeyer 
Substance Abuse Council of  
Vanderburgh County
Bob & Linda Suter
Nancy Synowiec
John Talley 
Nancy Drake & Michael Tarsitano
Veltri Taylor
Patty Tharp
Beverly Thomas
Linda Thomas
Melissa & Mark Tiessen-Dyck
Ann Tornatta
Trinity UMC
Unitarian Universalist Church  
of Evansville
Melissa Vandeveer
Michael Vandeveer
Martha Vanstone
Darren & Lisa Verkamp
Melody Vezzoso
Luella Wagner
Linda Walker
Turk & Beverly Walton
Matthew Graham & Kathryn Waters
Daniel Watzlavik
Holly & Paul Watzlavik
Laura Weaver
Bryan & Nicole Webb
Rita Wedig
Jennifer & Robert West
John Whinrey
Debbie Whitfield
Joselyn Whitticker
Dixie Wilsbacher

Susie & Mike Wolf
Dan Woods
Kathleen Workman
Marianna Wright
Sherri Wright
Peiyu Wu
Scott Wylie
Youth Resources of Southwestern  
Indiana
Louis Zeller & Angela Zeller
Larry Ziegler
Zion UCC
Zip's Equipment Service, Inc.
Additional donations were given  
in Honor or in Memory:
Anonymous in honor of Alan Winslow  
& Others Who Have Passed Before
Josephine Browning in honor of  
Dawn Murtaugh
Jingle Igleheart Hagey in honor of  
Jean Beckman
Anonymous in honor of Laura Weaver
Elizabeth Storms in honor of  
Mary MacGregor 
Amy Abbott in honor of Nelson &  
Joyse Rivers
Barbara & Steve Helfrich in memory  
of Carol Hill
Claire Helfrich in memory of Carol Hill
Jen & Bob Herndon in memory of  
Carol Hill
Don Goerlitz in memory of CeCe Goerlitz
Salem UMC in memory of Darlene Blagg
Jane Staton in memory of Jack Schriber
Jane Staton in memory of  
James "Sonny" Ward
Jane Staton in memory of James Burdette
Jane Staton in memory of James Walker 
Ann Kautzmann in memory of  
John Gordon Kautzmann
Mary Callihan in memory of Jon 
Davenport
Pam Cahoon in memory of Judi Jacobson 
& Alan Winslow
Silver Jacobson in memory of  
Judi Jacobson & Alan Winslow
Gail & Bill LaFief in memory of Judy Plank
Donna & Paul Marvel in memory of  
Larry Gates
Phil Lieberman in memory of Mary 
MacGregor
Jane Vickers in memory of Phyllis Case
Volunteers:
The following 87 adult & high school 
volunteers contributed over 3700 
hours of their time to Patchwork’s 
programming.
Ahmad Abushammalh
Andrea Aponite
Karen Assenza
Tom Ballard
Tressie Barber
Seth Barr
Dianna Beck
Delaney Bigler

THANK YOU!  (continued)
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THANK YOU!  (continued)
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NOTABLE INCREASE
Looking back at the year that just ended, one category of  
services jumps out because of its exponential increase over 
previous years: Neighborhood Hospitality.
Those of us who are around Patchwork in the mornings have 
felt an increase in the number of folks coming through our 
building, but even we were surprised by the results of the 
number crunching. Many varied, small services are grouped 
into Neighborhood Hospitality. They include things like lem-
onade and coffee, showers, questions answered, referrals to 
other organizations, use of the phone, clean socks, hygiene 
supplies, and pet food.
In all, last year we logged a total of 11,905 instances of Neigh-
borhood Hospitality provided. The year before, we logged 
9167. And the year before that we logged 7528. That’s a sig-
nificant increase in a short period of time!
Those 11,905 instances of hospitality included:

These lists include gifts and volunteer time contributed between 
10/1/23 and 9/30/24. We are very grateful for  everything we receive. 
While we have worked to ensure that this list is correct, we apologize 
for any errors we may have made. We appreciate your support and 
understanding.

Bob Bock
Nancy Bock
Jim Bough
Todd Bredenkamp
Wren Brooks
Shelby Brummer
Jayton Burns
Azariah Campbell
Jessica Colvert
Allie Cook
Susan Cooper
Shelby Corbin
Mary Damm
Lilee Denney
Phyllis Donahue
Cathy Dutton
Pete Emery
Randy Fahrlander
Christy Ferguson
Paul Ferguson
Tamera Fields
Helen Fisher
Phil Fisher
Susan Fowler
Blake Franklin
Mason Fritschle
Matthew Graham
Addy Grimm
Owen Hackney
Bill Hemminger
Judy Horton
Ayano Hosoya
May Hubbard
Addison Koch
Grayson Koch
Ethan Kumapley
Bill LaFief
Gail LaFief
Phil Lieberman
Jerry Long
Hazel Mayse

Christina Meredith
Amanda Metzger
Paul Miller
Patricia Mills
Maribel Moore
Jessica Muehlbauer
Jeff Mueller
Kat Mungporgglelang
Paris Murray
June Mushrush
Noma Ohonba
Gary O'Neill
Madison Orchard
Jean Page
Krishna Patel
Andrew Pendle
Judy Pereboom
Steve Pitt
Nancy Roberts
Alexis Sales
Tiffany Sandoval
Kahra Schmitt
Tsering Sherpa
Evan Sorenson
Shami Sorrells
Kelani Straw
Nikita Thomas
Padtayawat Tipjaksu
Trevi Walker
Autumn Warde
Aiden Watkins
Dusty Webb
Mary Jane Wedding
Rita Wedig
Holly White
Katherine Wiggins
Sharon Wiley
Daniel Wilson

2150 showers 
(594 women’s showers & 

 1556 men’s showers)

Compare that to:
– 1275 showers the previous year

– 800 showers the year before that

1712 pots of coffee &  
346 pitchers of lemonade  

for our guests
Compare that to:

– 1210 pots of coffee & 169 pitchers of  
lemonade the previous year

– 952 pots of coffee & 88 pitchers of  
lemonade the year before that 1336 pairs of socks distributed

Compare that to:
– 1350 pounds of pet food distributed 

the previous year
– 700 pounds distributed the  

year before that

2442 pounds of  
pet food distributed  

(1522 pounds of dog food &  
920 pounds of cat food)

1669 instances of individual  
hygiene supplies distributed

That’s a lot of people and a lot of services provided. No won-
der we’ve felt so busy!
And yet, our aim is not to continually increase the number 
of people we serve. Part of the reason why so many people 
come to us is that we are small enough to be able to adapt our 
services to the individual. For instance, we aren’t the prima-
ry place in Evansville for people to access shower facilities if 
they need them. However, we’re the place that is smaller and 
less institutional so folks who struggle with the hustle and 
bustle of larger places may find enough peace that they’re 
comfortable enough to shower here.
Things are similar with our other services. We’re a communi-
ty hub and a starting point for folks. We’re small and friendly. 
We fill gaps left by other, larger organizations. We can help in 
many small and sometimes unexpected ways.
We know there is value in staying small but remaining busy.

Neighborhood Hospitality



SOUP, SALAD, & STYLE!

SWEET POTATOES

Thank you to everyone who attended our Soup, Salad, & Style 
event! All proceeds will support Patchwork Central's program-
ming and will help us continue to be a strong and consistent 
presence for our neighbors. And mark your calendars for next 
year’s event on October 22, 2025!

During our annual Arts & Smarts Sweet Potato Dig in Novem-
ber, the following exclamations could be heard among our team 
of shovel-wielding high schoolers and younger kids ready to 
plunge their hands into the soil:

“I got one!”  

“Here’s another!” 

“Check that spot again! I think I see something!”

“I found a roly poly!”

“I found two roly polies!”

“I found a centipede!”

Everything was an adventure. There was fun in simply getting 
to dig in the dirt.

We brought our harvest indoors to cure before enjoying some 
of our sweet potatoes as part of our Thanksgiving or Christmas 
festivities.

VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO:
•	 Venue 812 for the beautiful event space
•	 Wildflower Boutique for a wonderful fashion show

All event proceeds will benefit Patchwork Central’s  

programming for our community.

If you have questions or are interested in becoming  

If you have questions or are interested in becoming  

an event sponsor, call us at (812) 424-2735

an event sponsor, call us at (812) 424-2735Tickets can be purchased by sending a check to  

Patchwork marked “Soup, Salad, Style” or by  

visiting our website www.patchwork.org.  

Mail payment to Patchwork Central,  

100 Washington Ave., Evansville, IN 47713

Soup, Salad, & Style
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THANK YOU TO OUR FOOD SPONSORS:
•	 Academic & Professional Consulting
•	 Jagoe Homes
•	 Rich Royalty - State Farm Insurance

THANK YOU TO OUR EVENT SPONSORS:
•	 Regional Title Service
•	 Monica Owens

ADDITIONAL THANKS TO OUR TABLE SPONSORS:
•	 CenterPoint Energy
•	 FC Tucker Emge
•	 Heritage Federal Credit Union
•	 Kasey Fuquay - State Farm
•	 Mary McCarthy

•	 Oasis Landscaping
•	 Stephanie Morris Homes
•	 Woodward Commercial Realty
•	  Zip's Equipment



E-NEWSLETTER
MORE STORIES! MORE PHOTOS! MORE NEWS!

Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter!  
You will receive email updates highlighting the 

most recent happenings at Patchwork.  
Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org,  

and click the "join our mailing list" link!

BEQUESTS
The next time you update your will, please  

consider adding Patchwork Central, Inc. as a 
beneficiary. As a 501 (c)3 nonprofit organization, 

Patchwork is eligible to receive donations  
from bequests. Any size of gift makes a big  
difference in providing for our programming  
and contributing to our long-term stability.

Please be generous as you consider sending your 
cash contribution in the envelopes provided for your 
convenience. Your generosity will help us to continue 

the Patchwork tradition of providing these many 
creative programs.

MISSION STATEMENT
Patchwork Central creates community, honors personal 
dignity, empowers people, and encourages spiritual and 
social growth through its programs and hospitality, its 
opportunities for learning, its creative atmosphere and 
cultivation of the arts, and its work toward reconciliation 

and a more peaceful and just world.

Amy Rich
Mooney Printing

Editor & Photos
Layout & Printing
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PATCHWORK CENTRAL, INC.
100 Washington Ave.

Evansville, IN 47713-1521
(812) 424-2735

www.patchwork.org

PATCHWORK CENTRAL STAFF

John & Amy Rich
Shawn Craddock

Jane Case Vickers

Co-Executive Directors
Hospitality Coordinator
Director of Arts & 
Education Programs

Molly Fahrlander
Bill Hemminger

Pete Emery
Jill Miller

Program Assistant
Food Pantry Coordinator
Bike Shop Coordinator
Associate Health Minister
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E-Newsletter
More Stories! More Photos! More News!
Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter! You will 
receive email updates highlighting the most recent 
happenings at Patchwork.

Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org, 
and click the “join our mailing list” link!

Sunday Worship 
 The Patchwork Community meets for worship

every Sunday  5:15 p.m.
at the Meetinghouse, 100 Washington Ave,

followed by a covered dish supper.
All are welcome!

Bequests
The next time you update your will, please consider 

receive donations from bequests. Any size of gift makes 
a big difference in providing for our programming and 
contributing to our long-term stability.  Please be generous as you consider sending 

your cash contribution in the envelope 
provided for your convenience. Your generosity 
will help us continue the Patchwork tradition of 

providing these many creative programs. 
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100 Washington Ave.
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Administrative
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Director of Arts and  
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Program Assistant

Program Assistant

Food Pantry Coordinator
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Sozo Health Ministry (con’t)

mind when you think of health care, but it is an important 
part of the fabric of relationships that create community. 
In the same way that individuals build friendships (like my 
friendship with my arm-grabbing library employee buddy), 
organizations build collaborations.

The Sozo Health Ministry is honored to be partnering with 
the Evansville-Vanderburgh Public Library to help bring 
greater access, awareness, education, and care to improve 
the health of the Evansville community. Collaborations like 
this have begun to pop up in larger cities, but it is unusual to 

they are, 2.) Develop abilities to shape their 
own lives, and 3.) Learn how to engage 
with and contribute to the world around 
them (Search Institute. Relationships First: 
Creating connections that help young 

Institute reports that “the evidence is 
clear that students who have higher levels 
of developmental relationships also are 
more likely to be successful at school and 
in other ways (Scales & Pekel. Remember 
the Relationships: the missing link that 
makes measures of students’ social and 
emotional learning more understandable 

This relates to existing research on the val-
ue of “protective factors” within children’s 
lives. The term “protective factors” refers to 
the characteristics of environments that ap-
pear to alter—or even reverse—potential 
negative outcomes and enable individuals to 
transform adversity and develop resilience 
despite risk. These protective factors fall 
into three basic categories:

Caring relationships that convey 
compassion, understanding, respect, 
and genuine interest in the individual; are grounded in listening; and establish safety and basic trust.
High expectation messages

Opportunities for meaningful participation and contribution, including opportunities for valued responsi-
bilities, for making decisions, for giving voice and being heard, and for contributing one’s talents to the community. 

(Benard, Bonnie. “The Foundations of the Resiliency Framework.” Resiliency in Action, 2012. Web. October 8 2013.)

Combining this research with Patchwork’s nearly four decades of experience supporting and educating children after 
school, we have created the following outcomes for our Arts & Smarts program: 

All program participants will feel that they have adults at Patchwork who care about them and who challenge 
them to do their best.
Participants will do better in school and will have more positive attitudes about learning and school.
Participants will feel that they have new opportunities to explore their individual talents and interests, new 
opportunities to develop new talents and interests, and caring adults who acknowledge and support their talents 
and interests. 
In particular, arts participants will feel their talents in the areas of creativity and visual art are nurtured.
Participants will be challenged to think of positive futures for themselves, and they will gain skills to help them 
reach these goals (including substance abuse prevention skills and knowledge of college and how to attend).

So if you stop by our Arts & Smarts program on an afternoon after school, you may see us creating a ceramic 
unicorn camel to join a nativity set or daring to nibble on raw okra slices or helping to memorize spelling words or 
constructing marble runs or practicing the guitar. Sure, we’re having a lot of fun, but we’re also doing the important 
work of building valuable skills and relationships that will help children succeed.
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Arts & Smarts: Having Fun and Changing Lives (con’t)

MISSION STATEMENT
Patchwork Central creates community, honors personal 
dignity, empowers people, and encourages spiritual 
and social growth through its programs and hospitality, 
its opportunities for learning, its creative atmosphere 
and cultivation of the arts, and its work toward 
reconciliation and a more peaceful and just world.
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friendship with my arm-grabbing library employee buddy), 
organizations build collaborations.

The Sozo Health Ministry is honored to be partnering with 
the Evansville-Vanderburgh Public Library to help bring 
greater access, awareness, education, and care to improve 
the health of the Evansville community. Collaborations like 
this have begun to pop up in larger cities, but it is unusual to 

they are, 2.) Develop abilities to shape their 
own lives, and 3.) Learn how to engage 
with and contribute to the world around 
them (Search Institute. Relationships First: 
Creating connections that help young 

Institute reports that “the evidence is 
clear that students who have higher levels 
of developmental relationships also are 
more likely to be successful at school and 
in other ways (Scales & Pekel. Remember 
the Relationships: the missing link that 
makes measures of students’ social and 
emotional learning more understandable 

This relates to existing research on the val-
ue of “protective factors” within children’s 
lives. The term “protective factors” refers to 
the characteristics of environments that ap-
pear to alter—or even reverse—potential 
negative outcomes and enable individuals to 
transform adversity and develop resilience 
despite risk. These protective factors fall 
into three basic categories:

Caring relationships that convey 
compassion, understanding, respect, 
and genuine interest in the individual; are grounded in listening; and establish safety and basic trust.
High expectation messages

Opportunities for meaningful participation and contribution, including opportunities for valued responsi-
bilities, for making decisions, for giving voice and being heard, and for contributing one’s talents to the community. 

(Benard, Bonnie. “The Foundations of the Resiliency Framework.” Resiliency in Action, 2012. Web. October 8 2013.)

Combining this research with Patchwork’s nearly four decades of experience supporting and educating children after 
school, we have created the following outcomes for our Arts & Smarts program: 

All program participants will feel that they have adults at Patchwork who care about them and who challenge 
them to do their best.
Participants will do better in school and will have more positive attitudes about learning and school.
Participants will feel that they have new opportunities to explore their individual talents and interests, new 
opportunities to develop new talents and interests, and caring adults who acknowledge and support their talents 
and interests. 
In particular, arts participants will feel their talents in the areas of creativity and visual art are nurtured.
Participants will be challenged to think of positive futures for themselves, and they will gain skills to help them 
reach these goals (including substance abuse prevention skills and knowledge of college and how to attend).

So if you stop by our Arts & Smarts program on an afternoon after school, you may see us creating a ceramic 
unicorn camel to join a nativity set or daring to nibble on raw okra slices or helping to memorize spelling words or 
constructing marble runs or practicing the guitar. Sure, we’re having a lot of fun, but we’re also doing the important 
work of building valuable skills and relationships that will help children succeed.
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BEQUESTS
The next time you update your will, please consider 
adding Patchwork Central, Inc. as a beneficiary. As a 
501 (c)3 nonprofit organization, Patchwork is eligible to 
receive donations from bequests. Any size of gift makes 
a big difference in providing for our programming and 

contributing to our long-term stability.

E-NEWSLETTER
MORE STORIES! MORE PHOTOS! MORE NEWS!

Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter! You will receive 
email updates highlighting the most recent happenings  

at Patchwork.

Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org, and click  
the "join our mailing list" link!

SUNDAY WORSHIP
The Patchwork Community meets for worship

every Sunday at 5:15 p.m.
at the Meetinghouse, 100 Washington Ave,

followed by a covered dish supper.
All are welcome!
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SUNDAY WORSHIP

Every Sunday at 5:15 pm, the Patchwork 
Community meets for worship both in 

person at Patchwork and virtually on the 
Patchwork Central Worship Facebook page.  

You are welcome to join us!
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During this fall’s Arts & Smarts children’s program, we’ve greeted both 
familiar faces and new ones among our participants and our volunteers. 
We’ve marveled at how much some of our returning participants have 
grown over the summer. We’ve introduced ourselves to new children  
and their parents. 

We’ve helped families with children who need some extra help in school 
to make tutoring appointments with Dixie and her group of volunteer 
tutors. We’ve celebrated the start of Book Club with balloons from Melody, 
a volunteer. We’ve traveled around the world without leaving Patchwork’s 
kitchen thanks to treats brought for an International Party hosted by 
students who are part of the University of Southern Indiana International 
Community Service Program. 

We’ve taught our older participants in grades 6-8 how to be good leaders, 
and we’ve helped build their team spirit in preparation for leading the 
younger participants. We’ve built everyone’s creativity and ceramics skills 
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
in November at Patchwork’s Holiday Art Sale. Along the way, we’ve had a 
lot of fun,  and we’ve built a strong and supportive community of program 
participants and adults. 

Another activity we’ve engaged in is sharing our “sparks”. Sparks are things 
like playing guitar, creating a woven wall hanging, or something else that 
represents an interest or passion that someone has within themselves. 
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
world. Research by the Search Institute has shown that sparks promote healthy, positive development and contribute 
to psychological well-being and resilience and that students with sparks engage in fewer risk-taking behaviors, such 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
exploration of those sparks is supported by family, friends, school, and community have better interpersonal skills, 
more empathy, and are better 
able to work in teams. (Search 
Institute, Insights & Evidence. 
Vol 5, No 1. December 2010.)

Our programming also 
emphasizes building high 
quality relationships between 
participants and adult staff and 
volunteers. This is in line with 
additional developing research 
from the Search Institute on 
the value of developmental 
relationships like these. The 
Search Institute’s research 
������������������������
developmental if they help 
young people 1.) Discover who 
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