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THIS YEAR’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS  by Amy Rich

The building is becoming increasingly busy here at Patchwork 
Central! Especially in the last few months, the number of people 
utilizing all of the services we provide has increased to levels we 
haven’t seen since before the pandemic began. This is likely due to 
a broad combination of things including everything from the end 
of pandemic-related assistance for families to people’s increased 

comfort being back in public spaces. It has felt good to be busy 
again and to be housing such a vibrant and lively community of 
folks coming together. At the same time, it is difficult to observe 
that so many folks continue to struggle with situations and sys-
tems much bigger than themselves. We hope that they find hope, 
community, and caring while they are here.

What we did: Last year, our food pantry served 1858 
individuals from 1120 households by distributing over 
16 tons of food. The Pantry is open Monday-Thursday 
mornings and is one of six that make up Evansville’s 
Emergency Food Pantry Consortium (EEFPC). Individuals 
are eligible for a food order every 30 days. Our main 
office staff manage intake and verify eligibility through 
the EEFPC call center. Each food order includes 3-4 days’ 
worth of food, meaning we distributed approximately 
22,000 meals-worth of food. Our food pantry also 
distributed over 1350 pounds of pet food from the Tuly 
Fund so recipients did not have to choose between feeding 
themselves or their pets.

What this looks like: All morning people arrive in the 
main office, some sure of where they need to go and others 
hesitant and clearly finding their way in a new place. “I 
heard you have food?” they might say, or, “am I in the 
right place for the pantry?” or, “I need some groceries.”

They begin the process with Shawn. She checks their 
name and other information before calling it into the 
EEFPC call center to see whether they’ve used an EEFPC 
pantry within the last 30 days. If they have, they aren’t 
eligible for food from our pantry, but we do our best to 
make sure they don’t leave empty-handed. Shawn will 
give them a list of other independent pantries to try, and 
they can look to see if we have any bread or fresh produce 
that’s available to everyone. If they are eligible for a food 
order, Shawn sends them back to the food pantry where 
our staff and volunteers put together their food, giving 
them options when possible and listening if they have 
any special requests. 

THE PATCHWORK CENTRAL EMERGENCY FOOD PANTRY 

What we did: From September 2022 through August 2023, 
37 children and youth in grades K-8 attended at least one 
day of Arts & Smarts activities. A total of 123 days of activ-
ities were offered in that time, resulting in 696 individual  
afternoons of creativity, learning, and growth. Of those 
children, 78% belonged to low-income families. All of our 
programming was offered at no cost to the children’s fam-
ilies. Daily activities included one-on-one homework help, 
visual arts, gardening, leadership training, and substance 
abuse prevention. Through these activities, children gained 
important skills for life. Our program evaluation indicated 
that they built relationships within a supportive communi-
ty of adults and fellow participants who encouraged them 
to explore their interests and to do better. Both of these are 
indicators of future success. Continued on Page 2

ARTS & SMARTS AFTER SCHOOL AND  
SUMMER CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING

The Patchwork Central Emergency Food Pantry

Arts & Smarts After School and Summer Children’s Programming

Patchwork Central Stitches 1



What we did: One service Patchwork provides to our 
neighbors is simply our presence. We call it Neighborhood 
Hospitality. Last year, we logged approximately 9167 in-
stances of hospitality. These included cups of coffee, phone 
use, bread, fresh vegetables, and referrals to other local 
agencies better equipped to assist the individual with their 
needs. It also included 1275 showers for individuals who, 
for various reasons, had no other access to shower facili-
ties. We also brewed approximately 1210 pots of coffee 
and mixed up 169 pitchers of lemonade. Sometimes this 
hospitality was simply having a staff member able to lend a 
respectful listening ear to hear our neighbors’ frustrations, 
anger, or celebrations. 

What this looks like: A man 
came into the main office with 
questions about bikes and food 
and the Narcotics Anonymous 
group that meets at Patchwork 
on Wednesday evenings. Shawn 
listened to him and gave him the 
information she had related to 
each of his questions. He thanked 
her and started to leave the main 
office, but at the door he turned 
back to her and said, “I just want 
to say: Your customer service 
skills are excellent. I mean it. 
They really are and it makes a dif-
ference. I wouldn’t automatically 
assume it.”

Meanwhile in the kitchen, Gail was serving coffee and 
snacks. As she greeted each person she served, one man 
looked at her and said, “I’ve been a lot of places around 
town. This is my favorite place to come because people say 
nice things to me here.”

Back in the main office, a couple checked in for showers. 
Shawn let them know how many people were ahead of 
each of them so they have a rough idea of how soon their 
turn would come. “What do you need? Soap? Shampoo?” 
Shawn asked and gave each person the toiletries that they 
requested. In addition to the soap and shampoo, we try 
to stay stocked on deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
lotion, conditioner, and socks. With everything set, they 
headed out to the main room for some coffee while they 
waited.

NEIGHBORHOOD HOSPITALITY

ARTS & SMARTS AFTER SCHOOL AND  
SUMMER CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING  (CONTINUED)

What this looks like: Ventriloquist dummies aren’t for 
everyone, but for Guinnie in our Arts & Smarts program, 
they’re her spark. Sparks are the things that interest, excite, 
or inspire each one of us. Guinnie is in elementary school 
and regularly brings Lester, her ventriloquist dummy, for an 
afternoon visit. Everyone knows his name and greets him 
at the door just as cheerfully as they greet Guinnie. Perhaps 
some of our staff think Lester is a little creepy, but they 
don’t let onto that fact in any way. It’s Guinnie’s spark and 
we want to encourage and celebrate it. Studies show that 
kids who know their sparks and who have adults who sup-
port those sparks will have higher levels of thriving than 
their peers. 

On the day of Lester’s most recent visit, we also had Denise, 
a folk artist, helping us create containers using gourds dec-
orated with hand drawn creatures colored with markers. 
Denise shared her own artwork with our participants, then 
shared books illustrated with animals both domestic and 
fantastical for the kids to use for inspiration for their de-
signs. A group of 3rd-6th grade boys gathered at one corner 
of the tables, joking and laughing as they worked on their 
gourds. The sound of Denise’s saw punctuated the conver-
sation in the room as she cut tops or sides off the gourds to 
make containers. Jane sat with the two youngest girls who 
are in pre-kindergarten and kindergarten, and they prac-
ticed the drawings that they wanted to put on their gourds. 
These drawings were quite ambitious for such little hands, 
but Jane was undaunted and showed them side-by-side 
how to draw something by breaking a larger image down 
into its smaller parts. By the end of the day, all the kids had 
had fun exploring a new art form and a collection of gourd 
containers had begun to form.
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What we did: Patchwork provides space for other orga-
nizations who, like us, are working to make a stronger, 
healthier, and more peaceful community. Many people pass 
through our building on a weekly or monthly basis to visit 
these organizations. Last year, these groups included Nar-
cotics Anonymous, the Evansville Friends Meeting, and the 
Greater Evansville Youth Group.

What this looks like: Every week our building transforms 
time and again. The Meetinghouse is a space for more  
than just Patchwork’s programming. It is a place of stability  
for others in the community who may never experience 
Patchwork’s direct services but who have come to know us 
through the other organizations who meet here. For these 
folks, the Meetinghouse is a place of welcome, community, 
inclusion, and safety.

What we did: The Sozo Health Ministry promotes health 
and wholeness through weekly health screenings, educa-
tion, advocacy, non-emergency medical transportation, 
complementary and alternative medicine services, and 
spiritual care. In addition to their work at Patchwork every 
morning that the building is open to the public, our Sozo 
staff can also be found at Central Library on the first Friday 
morning of every month. Last year, we provided 2353 to-
tal health encounters for about 220 total clients. Services 
included 131 instances of transporting clients to medical 
appointments, 392 checks of blood pressure, and 1724 in-
stances of over-the-counter medical supplies distributed. 
Last year we also provided or distributed 145 complemen-
tary and alternative medicine services or supplies. Last year 
there were 19 occasions when staff identified emergency 
health situations in clients and 911 was called or the client 
was transported to an ER. 

What this looks like: Katie was helping a man use an au-
tomatic machine to check his blood pressure. The resulting 
reading was outside the normal range, so Katie called Nurse 
John over. John provided the man with information about 
high blood pressure and suggested that the man follow up 
with his doctor so he could be diagnosed and get appropri-
ate medications or other treatments. John talked to the man 
about the things that  can contribute to high blood pressure 
like foods high in salt or even insomnia. 

John’s mention of insomnia connected with the man. He 
explained that he’s been having a lot of trouble sleeping 
lately. This connected with Katie. Katie has identified poor 
sleep as an issue that many of our guests face, so she has 
created a pamphlet about how to get better sleep that in-
cludes many suggestions grounded in complementary and 
alternative medicine. Katie gave the man a copy of her pam-
phlet and talked to him about ways to get better sleep.

The man left with an understanding of how to follow up 
with his doctor, an idea of the traditional medicines his 
doctor might prescribe, and some alternative techniques he 
could use to help him feel better, both for his blood pressure 
and for his general well-being. It was a good example of 
how traditional medicine along with complementary and 
alternative medicine in addition to conversations based in 
relationships make the difference for Sozo clients.

BUILDING USE

SOZO HEALTH MINISTRY

What we did: The Bike Shop provides refurbished bikes 
to people who need them for transportation and repairs 
bikes to allow existing bike owners to keep their means 
of transportation roadworthy. Last year, we provided 166 
refurbished adult bikes to new owners, five bikes to the Arts 
& Smarts Program to use as incentives, and we provided 
numerous repairs for walk-in clients.

What this looks like: We distribute bikes on designated 
days every month or two. The frequency is determined by 
how quickly our bike shop volunteers can refurbish enough 
donated bikes to meet the demand. As word has gotten 
out about the opportunity to get a bike at Patchwork, the 
number of people arriving on a giveaway day has increased. 
During the giveaway at the end of August, we gave out a 
record 39 bikes and could have given out more if we’d have 
had them in stock. 

These bikes represent so much for their new owners. They’re 
the key to a fresh start after jail or at the start of sober living. 
They are the promise of new and better job opportunities 
across town. They are a reliable way to keep appointments. 
They can get someone so much farther than travel on foot 
alone. They represent much hope.

A few weeks ago, Brett brought his bike back for a minor 
tune-up. He also wanted to show Pete and the other bike 
shop volunteers how nicely his bike had shined up thanks 
to just a little TLC and elbow grease. The volunteers were  
all very impressed with Brett’s work and were tickled to 
know how much of a difference the bike had made.

BIKE SHOP

Bike Shop

Sozo Health Ministry
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Leola Ahrens
Pat & Salim Akrabawi
Aldersgate UMC
Phil & Elaine Amerson
Anonymous
Yoko Aratani
Daniel Armstrong
Arts Council of Southwestern 
Indiana Community Arts Fund
Mohammad K. & Helen Azarian
Baker Chapel UMC
Carol & Joseph Ballard
Marcia & Tom Ballard
Margaret Ballard
Heather Barr
Robert & Mary Bartlett 
Eric & Patti Beckman
Jean Beckman
Janet & Steve Best
Bethel UCC
Bethlehem UCC
Black Nurses of Evansville
The Estate of Darlene R Blagg
Paul & Lora Blaylock
Doris Blesoff
Blue Grass Church
Bob & Nancy Bock

Brian & Susan Bohrnstedt
Dean & Karen Bosler 
Jeremy Bost
David & Mary Bower
Al & Cathy Bragin
Bix Branson
Jim & Sandy Brenneman
Steve Briscoe
Bristol Myers Squibb Employee 
Match Program
James Broadhead
Brenda Brown
Dave & Chris Brown
Michelle Brown
Bob & Carol Bryce
Samantha & Jeremy Buente
Robbie Buller & Chou Ly
Deborah Burdick
Lana & Rickey Burton
Charlie & Deb Butler
Casey & Lisa Calvert 
Mary Jo & Peter Cashel-Cordo
CDBG Provided by The City  
of Evansville, Indiana
CenterPoint Energy
Bill Cheadle
Jerry & Deanne Cheadle

John & Barbara Cheadle
Robin Church
Dick & Meg Connolly
Ed & Candice Cook
Kristina Coon
Jack & Phyllis Corn
Mary Damm
Deaconess Hospital Foundation
Linda Dennis
John Deppe
Terry Dillard
Brian & Lita Doesken
George Donigian
Carolyn Draper
Rita Eades
John & Leah Eads
Karen Edwards
Pete Emery
The Fr. James R. Endress 
Charitable Fund
Anna & Michael Ennis
Janet Esser
Evansville Audubon Society
Evansville Bicycle Club
Evansville Brewhouse
Evansville Downtown 
Optimists Foundation

Evansville Recovery Alliance
Valerie Ewers
Fahrlander Family
Fairlawn UMC
Janice Farmer
Paul & Christy Ferguson
First Baptist Church
First Federal Savings Bank
First Presbyterian Church, 
Evansville
First Presbyterian Church,  
Mt. Vernon
Donald & Martha Fischer
Carol Fisher
Philip & Helen Fisher
Fletcher Chapel Church
Michele & Joey Fralick
Neal Franklin
Richard & Virginia Franz
Tammy Friend
Greg Fullerton
G.R. Freeman Heating & Air
Laura Garrett
Debra Garrison
Sarah & Jeffrey Gershon
Matthew Goelz
Don Goerlitz

Miriam & Ryan  
Goertzen-Regier
James Goodson
Greater Evansville Youth
Carol Griffin
Phyllis Grimm
Tim Grunow
Chris & Bob Gustin
John & Donna Hamilton
LD & Cristie Harry
Betty & Steve Hartman
Harvest Time Inner City 
Ministries
Bill Hazelip
Healthy Spaces
Claire Helfrich
Melanie Helms
Bill & Jill Hemminger
Heritage Federal Credit Union
Michael & Helen Herrell
Janice Heseman
Jean Hess
Patricia Hoffman
Ricki Hoffmann
Edward Howard
Dan Howell
Joyce Hunsberger

Thomas & Jean Hunsberger
Karen Husby
IBEW Local Union 16
Jingle Igleheart Hagey
Indiana Arts Commission
Tom & Evelyn Ingle  
Charitable Trust
J&C Cleaning
Jagoe Homes
Ronald & Charles Ann Jarvis
Sandra Jewell
Jane & Nils Johansen
Allison Pendell Jones
Paul Jones
Elizabeth Kalb
Joan Keck
Mary Kennard
Ron & Patricia Kimberlin 
Nelia & Calvin Kimbrough
The Estate of Dorothy Kincaid 
Phil Kinsey
Barbara & David Klamer
Koinonia Charitable Trust
Douglass Korb
Robert Kuhlman
Gail & Bill LaFief
Sylvia Lautzenheiser

Everything that Patchwork Central accomplished in the past year would not have been  
possible without financial and in-kind contributions from:

THANK YOU!

What we did: Patchwork holds weekly worship services on 
Sunday evenings at 5:15 pm. Services are ecumenical and 
completely volunteer-led. Worship has been important at 
Patchwork since its beginning as a neighborhood ministry 
in 1977. Worship services are held both in person and on 
Facebook Live.

WORSHIP

What this looks like: Worship goes back to Patchwork’s 
founding when the three founding couples gathered together  
in each other’s homes to worship on Sunday evenings, fol-
lowed by a potluck supper. This continues today with a small 
group made up of many folks who share a deep commitment 
to Patchwork and its mission.

What we did: Patchwork maintains an urban garden next 
to our building. It provides pleasant green space for our 
neighborhood and serves as an educational tool to use with 
the children in our programs.

What this looks like: You can see the seasons changing 
in Patchwork’s garden. In spring, you may find children’s 
program participants planting lettuce, radishes, carrots, or 
kale. In the summer, you may find children searching the 
bushes for ripe blackberries or Master Gardeners leading 
us in planting tomatoes. In autumn, you’ll find the kids 
excitedly digging through the tallest raised bed to extract 
sweet potatoes from its depths. Neighbors are welcome to 
stop by to pick tomatoes or okra. They can sit and enjoy 
the beauty and solitude of the meditation area or watch for 
butterflies or birds in our native plant garden. Our gardens, 
like everything at Patchwork, are welcoming to all.

COMMUNITY GARDEN

Community Garden



THANK YOU!

These lists include gifts received and volunteer time completed between 10/1/2022 and 9/30/2023. We are very grateful for 
everything we receive. While we have worked to ensure that this list is correct, we apologize for any errors we may have made. 

We appreciate your support and understanding.
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John Lawler
Shannon Libbert-Miller
James Lindsay
William & Mary Longtine
Christine Lovasz-Kaiser &  
Alan Kaiser
Pam Lovell
Charles Luker
Kathryn Lynch
Thomas Lynch
Mary MacGregor &  
Phil Lieberman
Sue Mahrenholz
Mamie Young Trust
Ty Manthey
David & Pat Marienau
Cecile Martin
Colleen Martin
Donna Marvel
Donna & Paul Marvel
Sondra Matthews
Barbara Jo May
Mike & Donna Mayes
Paul McAuliffe &  
Roberta Heiman
Mary McCarthy
Belle McCool
McCutchanville Community 
Church
Dee McDonald
Rebecca McDonald
Charmaine McDowell
Leslie McKown
Jane & Gregg McManus
Paul Mefford
Methodist Temple
Alan & Treva Miles
Brenda Miller
Vincent Miller
Patricia Mitsos
Maris Mobley
Logan Moore
Stephanie Morris
Bill & Sue Morrison
Don & Susan Mosbey
Gaylon Moschner
Jim & Mary Kay Muehlbauer 
Chris Murphy
Lydia Murray
Dawn Murtaugh &  
William Tortoriello
Robyn & John Musgrave
A Neighbor
Peggy Neireiter
Joseph Neth & June Miller
Ellen & Kim Norton

Nothin' But Net BNI
Pat Novack
Carol Oliker
Gary & Carol O'Neill
Shane & Patricia O'Neill
Orgullo Hispano Club at  
Signature School
Phil & Karen Ott
Robert Ouellette & Joan Ritter
Suzan Ozel & Chad Tew
Michael Peacock
Marie Opatrny Pease
Wayne & Sally Perkins
Pets for Vets
Gary & Julie Pilcher
Jake & Lula Porter
Matthew Potter
Sherry & Dave Ralston
Jenni & Lafe Ransom
Rare Bird
Red Spot Paint & Varnish
Marion Elvin & Joan Reed
Regional Land Title Company
Jim & Lynn Renne
Olive Rich
Sylvia Richert
Nelson & Joyse Rivers
Netah Roberts
Suzanne Rosenquist
Sharon Roth
Lance & Carleen Rubel
Dee Russell
Pete & Mary Ruthenburg
Lois Sadler
Salem UMC
Billie Sanders-Davies
Carl & Judy Sandlin
Camila & Michael Scavuzzo
John Scheer
James Schnautz
Jack & Sue Schriber
Seaton Harvest
Sue & Russ Seiler
Marlene Shaw
Erica & Kyle Shipley
Carole Shull
Lezlie Simmons
Abigail Sperry
Steve & Jean Spradley
St. Stephen's Episcopal Church
Starbucks Foundation:  
Neighborhood Grants Fund
Jane Staton
The Estate of Beth Stone
John & Judy Stratman 

Susan Stuckemeyer 
Substance Abuse Council
Bob & Linda Suter
Nancy Synowiec
Julie & John Talley
Veltri Taylor
Todd Thomas Farms
Melissa Tiessen-Dyck
Trinity UMC
Troop 375, Girl Scouts of 
Southwest Indiana
William Twymon & Mary 
Engelland
Gina Uloth
Melissa Vandeveer
Martha Vanstone
Catherine Vaughan
Darren & Lisa Verkamp
Luella Wagner
Evelyn Walker
Rachel & Scott Wambach
Connie Warren
Kathryn Waters &  
Matthew Graham
Carol Watson
Laura Weaver
Bryan & Nicole Webb
Rita Wedig
West Side Nut Club
Terri White
Whole Sun Designs
Wildflower Boutique
Dixie Wilsbacher
Julie Wood
Elizabeth Word
Betty Worthington
Steve & Susan Worthington
Sherri Wright
Scott Wylie
Larry Zigler
Zip's Equipment Service
Additional Donations given  
in Honor or in Memory
In Memory of Alan Winslow  
and in Honor of his 100th 
Birthday 
Pam Cahoon 
Don Goerlitz 
Gail & Ron Riecken 
Mary & Charlie Rutherford 
David Winslow 
Mike Winslow
In Memory of Bess Levy 
Steven Church 
Patricia Haas 
Kara Morrissey 
Nancy Pindus 
Susan Popkin 
Tommy & Martha Garrett

In Memory of Dorothy Kincaid 
The Culture Club of Evansville 
Matthew Kincaid 
Zach Skidmore 
Mary MacGregor &  
Phil Lieberman
In Memory of Mary Williams 
Vicki Brasel 
Rosemary Hall 
Bob & Janet Naas 
Larry & Becky  Parrott 
Marylu  Sonntag 
Vanstone & Kornblum LLC
In Memory of Mona Whinrey 
Anonymous 
John Clifford 
Marcia & Irvin Heimburger 
Kim Sullivan 
Pete & Mary Ruthenburg
In Memory of Richard Mayer 
Anonymous 
Gene & Mary Bagaglio 
Jill Bechaz 
Andrew Boris 
Renee Haws 
Kim Hohansen 
Rhonda Kearns 
Argelia Mayer 
Marie Mayer 
Donald Patrick  
Kathleen Patrick 
Janet Roberts 
Tom Scarafia 
Nanci Thibault 
Jeri Wethington 
Barbara Wideman 
Doug & Paula Wurmnest
In Memory of Tom North 
Peter & Mindy Curless 
Evansville Duplicate Bridge Club 
Susan North  
Jane Staton 
Thomas Stratton
Others
Nelia & Calvin Kimbrough in 
honor of Amy & John’s 15 years
Sammie Rutherford in honor of 
Amy & John’s 15 years
Ann & Bryan Craney in honor of 
Calvin & Nelia Kimbrough
Phil & Elaine Amerson in honor 
of Calvin & Nelia Kimbrough
Marylu Sonntag in honor of 
Jean Beckman
Kelly & Marilyn Haley in 
honor of Patchwork staff & 
volunteers
Donald Roberts in honor of 
Phil & Helen Fisher
Phil Amerson in memory of 
Darlene Blagg
Douglass Korb in memory of  
Donald McKinley Freeman
Bill & Jill Hemminger in 
memory of Helen Reed
John & Leah Eads in memory 
of Helen Templeton

Bill & Jill Hemminger in 
memory of Helen Templeton
Gail & Ron Riecken in memory 
of Helen Templeton
Ann Kautzmann in memory of 
her brother
Mary Rutherford in memory 
of James and Michael, two 
Sozo clients
Dixie Wilsbacher in honor of 
Jane Vickers
Lois Alfsen in memory of Judi 
Jacobson
Silver Jacobson in memory of 
Judi Jacobson & Alan Winslow
Susan Laird & Mel Mobley in 
memory of Judi Jacobson & 
Alan Winslow
Gloria Bryant in memory of 
Nancy Shively
Eric & Toni Robeson in memory 
of Steve Wilson
Kelley Coures in memory of 
Traci Dallas
Gaylia Carlton in memory of 
Vi Shively
Volunteers
The following 82 adult & 
high school volunteers 
contributed over 2,900 
hours of volunteer time to 
Patchwork’s programming:
Ollie Allen
Ana Avila
Tom Ballard
Tressie Barber
Seth Barr
Delaney Bigler
Bob Bock
Nancy Bock
Brittany Brown
Michelle Brown
Shelby Brummer
Azariah Campbell
Jennifer Carter
Allie Cook
Lincoln Damm
Mary Damm
Tuula Dowell
Kaylynn East
Pete Emery
Cam Fahrlander
Sophia Fehrenbacher
Christy Ferguson
Paul Ferguson
Tamera Fields
Helen Fisher
Susan Fowler
Hannah Girten

Campbell Glaser
Don Glinis
Kyana Goines
Daria Gordon
Addy Grimm
Lindsey Gunter
John Hackney
Owen Hackney
Sage Hawkins
Bill Hemminger
Judy Horton
Ayano Hosoya
May Hubbard
Diana Ismailova
Moise Kayani
Kierra Kelley
Bailey Korschgen
Gail LaFief
Mohamed Lamine
Phil Lieberman
Myra Loehrlein
Jerry Long
Macie Martin
Camille Mason
Hazel Mayse
Karissa McDermott
Amanda Metzger
Paul Miller
Patricia Mills
Jessica Muehlbauer
June Mushrush
Aqsa Noor
Tom North
Lindsey Olson
Carole O’Neill
Gary O’Neill
Jean Page
Andrew Pendle
Judy Pereboom
Cindy Pike
Reaksa Pin
Steve Pitt
Harry Pyae Thukha
Edwin Ramirez
Nancy Roberts
Maya Rose
Alexis Sales
Connie Samples
Kahra Schmitt
Shami Sorrells
Nikita Thomas
Mary Jane Wedding
Rita Wedig
Daniel Wilson
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On October 11, Patchwork supporters gathered in the beau-
tiful event space at Venue 812 to enjoy a delicious lunch 
of salad and soups along with a lovely fashion show of 
clothing from Wildflower Boutique. Conversation was live-
ly and the mood was light as the luncheon moved into an 
auction of artwork by children in Patchwork’s Arts & Smarts  
Program along with artwork by artist Emily Gartner.

  It was a wonderful luncheon, and, better yet, all of the 
funds raised will support Patchwork and the work we do in 
our neighborhood. We’re grateful for everyone who joined 
us, and we’re especially grateful for the following sponsors 
who helped make the day such a success!

SOUP, SALAD, & STYLE!

OUR SOUP,  
SALAD, & STYLE  

SPONSORSSPECIAL T HANKS T O:

SPECIAL T HANKS T O:
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In May, we held a dedication of the new seating area created 
on Patchwork’s front lawn in memory of Alan Winslow, Beth 
Stone, and Darlene Blagg. We also dedicated a magnolia 
tree planted in our garden in memory of Helen Templeton. 
A wonderful mix of folks gathered as a community to 
celebrate the new space and to bless it on behalf of all who 
will sit on the benches and enjoy the view.

 In the time since the dedication, it’s been heartwarming to 
see the blessing that this seating area has been for everyone 
visiting Patchwork. The benches are located in a pleasantly 
shaded spot by our front doors. The space has quickly 
become well used and well loved.

It’s a peaceful spot. It’s a beautiful spot. It’s a spot that en-
courages contemplation. It’s a spot that encourages conver-
sation. It’s a spot that encourages community. It’s a spot 
that engenders much of who Alan, Beth, and Darlene were. 
It’s perfect.

Many thanks to artist Helen Pope for creating the mural 
that is part of the seating area and to Twymon Art Gallery 
for coordinating the mural project. As was observed at the 
dedication, the mural is composed of many layers, giving it 
depth—much like the lives of the people it honors.

A PLACE TO REFLECT

A Place to Reflect

Soup, Salad, & Style!

VENUE 812  •  WILDFLOWER BOUTIQUE

• Berry Global
• Jagoe Homes
• Monica Owens

• Twymon Art Gallery
• Regional Land  

Title Company

LUNCHEON SPONSORS

TABLE CAPTAINS
• First Federal  

Savings Bank
• Heritage Federal  

Credit Union
• Stephanie Morris  

Homes
• Kasey Fuquay,  

State Farm Insurance

• Dr. Marcel Garcia,  
Active Chiropractic

• Thomas Farms
• Oasis Landscaping
• Pat Bateman
• Nancy Drake

TABLE SPONSORS
• CenterPoint Energy
• Mary McCarthy,  

FC Tucker Emge

• Zip’s Equipment



E-NEWSLETTER
MORE STORIES! MORE PHOTOS! MORE NEWS!

Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter!  
You will receive email updates highlighting the 

most recent happenings at Patchwork.  
Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org,  

and click the "join our mailing list" link!

BEQUESTS
The next time you update your will, please  

consider adding Patchwork Central, Inc. as a 
beneficiary. As a 501 (c)3 nonprofit organization, 

Patchwork is eligible to receive donations  
from bequests. Any size of gift makes a big  
difference in providing for our programming  
and contributing to our long-term stability.

Please be generous as you consider sending your 
cash contribution in the envelopes provided for your 
convenience. Your generosity will help us to continue 

the Patchwork tradition of providing these many 
creative programs.

MISSION STATEMENT
Patchwork Central creates community, honors personal 
dignity, empowers people, and encourages spiritual and 
social growth through its programs and hospitality, its 
opportunities for learning, its creative atmosphere and 
cultivation of the arts, and its work toward reconciliation 

and a more peaceful and just world.

Amy Rich
Laura Weaver

Mooney Printing

Editor & Photos
Proofreader
Layout & Printing

-S-T-I-T-C-H-E-S- STAFF

PATCHWORK CENTRAL, INC.
100 Washington Ave.

Evansville, IN 47713-1521
(812) 424-2735

www.patchwork.org

PATCHWORK CENTRAL STAFF

John & Amy Rich
Shawn Craddock
Bailey Korschgen

Jane Case Vickers

Co-Executive Directors
Hospitality Coordinator
Program Assistant
Director of Arts & 
Education Programs

Molly Fahrlander
Bill Hemminger

Pete Emery
Katie Loehrlein

Program Assistant
Food Pantry Coordinator
Bike Shop Coordinator
Associate Health Minister
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Sozo Health Ministry (con’t)

mind when you think of health care, but it is an important 
part of the fabric of relationships that create community. 
In the same way that individuals build friendships (like my 
friendship with my arm-grabbing library employee buddy), 
organizations build collaborations.

The Sozo Health Ministry is honored to be partnering with 
the Evansville-Vanderburgh Public Library to help bring 
greater access, awareness, education, and care to improve 
the health of the Evansville community. Collaborations like 
this have begun to pop up in larger cities, but it is unusual to 

they are, 2.) Develop abilities to shape their 
own lives, and 3.) Learn how to engage 
with and contribute to the world around 
them (Search Institute. Relationships First: 
Creating connections that help young 

Institute reports that “the evidence is 
clear that students who have higher levels 
of developmental relationships also are 
more likely to be successful at school and 
in other ways (Scales & Pekel. Remember 
the Relationships: the missing link that 
makes measures of students’ social and 
emotional learning more understandable 

This relates to existing research on the val-
ue of “protective factors” within children’s 
lives. The term “protective factors” refers to 
the characteristics of environments that ap-
pear to alter—or even reverse—potential 
negative outcomes and enable individuals to 
transform adversity and develop resilience 
despite risk. These protective factors fall 
into three basic categories:

Caring relationships that convey 
compassion, understanding, respect, 
and genuine interest in the individual; are grounded in listening; and establish safety and basic trust.
High expectation messages

Opportunities for meaningful participation and contribution, including opportunities for valued responsi-
bilities, for making decisions, for giving voice and being heard, and for contributing one’s talents to the community. 

(Benard, Bonnie. “The Foundations of the Resiliency Framework.” Resiliency in Action, 2012. Web. October 8 2013.)

Combining this research with Patchwork’s nearly four decades of experience supporting and educating children after 
school, we have created the following outcomes for our Arts & Smarts program: 

All program participants will feel that they have adults at Patchwork who care about them and who challenge 
them to do their best.
Participants will do better in school and will have more positive attitudes about learning and school.
Participants will feel that they have new opportunities to explore their individual talents and interests, new 
opportunities to develop new talents and interests, and caring adults who acknowledge and support their talents 
and interests. 
In particular, arts participants will feel their talents in the areas of creativity and visual art are nurtured.
Participants will be challenged to think of positive futures for themselves, and they will gain skills to help them 
reach these goals (including substance abuse prevention skills and knowledge of college and how to attend).

So if you stop by our Arts & Smarts program on an afternoon after school, you may see us creating a ceramic 
unicorn camel to join a nativity set or daring to nibble on raw okra slices or helping to memorize spelling words or 
constructing marble runs or practicing the guitar. Sure, we’re having a lot of fun, but we’re also doing the important 
work of building valuable skills and relationships that will help children succeed.
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BEQUESTS
The next time you update your will, please consider 
adding Patchwork Central, Inc. as a beneficiary. As a 
501 (c)3 nonprofit organization, Patchwork is eligible to 
receive donations from bequests. Any size of gift makes 
a big difference in providing for our programming and 

contributing to our long-term stability.

E-NEWSLETTER
MORE STORIES! MORE PHOTOS! MORE NEWS!

Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter! You will receive 
email updates highlighting the most recent happenings  

at Patchwork.

Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org, and click  
the "join our mailing list" link!

SUNDAY WORSHIP
The Patchwork Community meets for worship

every Sunday at 5:15 p.m.
at the Meetinghouse, 100 Washington Ave,

followed by a covered dish supper.
All are welcome!
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
Every Sunday at 5:15 pm, the Patchwork 
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person at Patchwork and virtually on the 
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You are welcome to join us!
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During this fall’s Arts & Smarts children’s program, we’ve greeted both 
familiar faces and new ones among our participants and our volunteers. 
We’ve marveled at how much some of our returning participants have 
grown over the summer. We’ve introduced ourselves to new children  
and their parents. 

We’ve helped families with children who need some extra help in school 
to make tutoring appointments with Dixie and her group of volunteer 
tutors. We’ve celebrated the start of Book Club with balloons from Melody, 
a volunteer. We’ve traveled around the world without leaving Patchwork’s 
kitchen thanks to treats brought for an International Party hosted by 
students who are part of the University of Southern Indiana International 
Community Service Program. 

We’ve taught our older participants in grades 6-8 how to be good leaders, 
and we’ve helped build their team spirit in preparation for leading the 
younger participants. We’ve built everyone’s creativity and ceramics skills 
�����������������������������������������������������������������������������
in November at Patchwork’s Holiday Art Sale. Along the way, we’ve had a 
lot of fun,  and we’ve built a strong and supportive community of program 
participants and adults. 

Another activity we’ve engaged in is sharing our “sparks”. Sparks are things 
like playing guitar, creating a woven wall hanging, or something else that 
represents an interest or passion that someone has within themselves. 
����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
world. Research by the Search Institute has shown that sparks promote healthy, positive development and contribute 
to psychological well-being and resilience and that students with sparks engage in fewer risk-taking behaviors, such 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
exploration of those sparks is supported by family, friends, school, and community have better interpersonal skills, 
more empathy, and are better 
able to work in teams. (Search 
Institute, Insights & Evidence. 
Vol 5, No 1. December 2010.)

Our programming also 
emphasizes building high 
quality relationships between 
participants and adult staff and 
volunteers. This is in line with 
additional developing research 
from the Search Institute on 
the value of developmental 
relationships like these. The 
Search Institute’s research 
������������������������
developmental if they help 
young people 1.) Discover who 
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