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Forty Years

First there were conversations late at night that envisioned a different
world—abetter world filled with God’s justice for the poor and marginalized.
The conversations continued until the decision was made to put theory into
action in a struggling neighborhood in a modestly-sized city.

In 1977, three couples and their four children took a leap of faith. They left the jobs and homes that they
had and moved to Evansville, Indiana. They bought houses all within a block of each other. They worshiped
together in their front rooms, met their neighbors, and planted gardens. They created a Covenant to bind
themselves together and to set a vision for their activities.

They called themselves “Patchwork Central” to represent the multifaceted, many-dimensional personalities
represented. Others joined the original three families. There were weddings and new babies. The group
put down roots, first in a house in the neighborhood and then in the former Washington Avenue Temple
building. They called this big, old building that was full of possibilities “The Meetinghouse”

They fought for their neighborhood’s school, park, and pool. They raised their voices to protest utility rate
increases that would hurt those living on low incomes. They baked bread, then turned this baking into a
means through which to employ their neighbors. They provided medical care to some who needed it. They
fed those who were hungry, provided housing for those who needed it, and nurtured children seeking care.

There were struggles: the massive fire that destroyed The Meetinghouse, scattering Patchwork’s
programming across the city for three years while they rebuilt; adjustments as Patchwork’s founders
moved on to other endeavors one by one; changes to the organization’s management structure; deaths.

At times, some observed that the group was involved in as many ministries as there were stars in the
heavens on a clear night. That the group should narrow its focus. And yet there was always space for
someone with an idea and a passion to see that idea implemented and fruitful. Always, all kinds of people
were welcomed.

And here we are today, celebrating forty years. The organization continues
to grow and change. It is an accomplishment that we are proud of. While the
Patchwork Community still gathers on Sunday evenings for worship and we
are reliant on volunteers to get things done, now we have nine staff members
and many programs that have outlasted their originators. Our neighbors see
us and trust us as a neighborhood institution. Generations have found respect,
support, assistance, and learning here.

We are still part of our neighborhood. The majority of our staff and key
volunteers live within a mile of our building. Those who don't live nearby
know multiple people who do. This still lends something special to the way
Patchwork operates. This is our neighborhood. It's not a place that we drive
across town to get to every morning and drive away from at the end of the
day. It's not a place we come to only to provide a service or set up a program.
We see our neighbor’s struggles and they are our own. We are part of this
neighborhood together.




Patchwork Central is born!
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- in a neighborhood
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city where change
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Thank you!
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