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Life Is Connections by Amy Rich

“Life is connections.”  That was one of the lessons from Susan Fowler during this summer’s Arts & Smarts program. 

Susan told stories about the writing of Indiana’s Constitution in the shade
of an elm tree in Corydon during the sweltering summer of 1816. She
brought a boy named Ashton to the center of the circle of children and
had Ashton play the elm tree. She explained that the Constitution Elm was
overcome by Dutch Elm Disease and died, but its trunk was enshrined in
tar and stone. Ashton could now stand for ash trees, like the one in front
of Patchwork. Now ash trees are dying from nonnative emerald ash borers.
We gather as a group beneath the ash tree at the end of every day of our
summer Art Garden program.  During that time, we do a recap of the day
and say a prayer of thanksgiving and of the hope that we will all return
safely tomorrow.

This idea of connections is important to me and to my work at Patchwork.
Every day, there are many small moments: talking to Caroline as she
looks through items in our free area, laughing with Herschel as he steps
through the main office door and pretends to be The Fonz, talking to
Clyde about the picnic he cooked up for his apartment complex, helping
the mother of two-year-old twins send a fax, or taking a moment to
look carefully at the details Addy has added to her Mary, Joseph, and
baby Jesus.

I believe that the consequences of these small moments ripple outward
from Patchwork, touching our immediate neighborhood, the city, and
beyond. When my neighbors have things like food, safety, transporta-
tion, access to resources, respect, health care, and new knowledge, their
lives are better. Patchwork cannot provide everything that someone may need, but we can surely help. When my 
neighbors’ lives are better, all of our lives are better. We have a stronger community in which we can all live together. 

In this issue of Patchwork’s Stitches newsletter, we thank those who have given to Patchwork financially. As I created 
this list, I thought of everyone on it and their connections to me and to Patchwork. Some I know well, many I do not. 
Some have been giving for Patchwork’s entire 40-year history. Some have given just once. Some are clients who gave 
just because they wanted to and were able. I read each name and I am grateful.

This list is a network of interconnected people all working together to keep Patchwork strong and to maintain our 
presence in this neighborhood. Rippling inward. Rippling outward. Linking together and making connections to 
make this place and through it, the world, better.
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T H A N K   Y O U !
Individuals:
Amy & Scott Adams
Eric Ahlbrand
Leola Ahrens
Pat & Salim Akrabawi
Martha Alldredge
Greg & Mary Allen
Elaine & Phil Amerson
Shirley Andrews
Anonymous
Angela Arnold
Linda Arp
Bill Asbury
John Atkinson
John & Cathi Baer
Charlene & Alan Bailey
Gretchen Ballard
Margaret Ballard
Robert & Mary Bartlett
Elizabeth Beckman
Eric & Patti Beckman
Jean Beckman
Margaret Beckman
Helen Belleville
Gordon & Mary Jo Bennett
Bonnie & Rodney Benson
Sharon Bernhardt
Timothy Black
Paul & Lora Blaylock
Sharon Bournigal
Jane Bradford
Al & Cathy Bragin
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Brizius
Angela Brown
Lynda Browne
Carolyn Browning
Gloria Bryant
Elmer Buchta
Frederick Bullinger, Jr.
Dick & Diana Busby
John & Sue Buthod
George & Rita Caddick
Lisa & Casey Calvert
Judy Carrell
Missie Carrigan & Daniel Knight
Amy & John Casavant
Mary Jo & Peter Cashel-Cordo
Angela Cayne
Neil Chapman
Peggy Chastain
Chaz & Emily Cheadle
Jerry & Deanne Cheadle
John & Barbara Cheadle
Robin Church
Jill & Frank Cici
Kristen Cirino
Bill & Carolyn Clippinger
Bruce & Rebecca Conen
Angie Connelly
Dick & Meg Connolly
Candice & Ed Cook
Jack & Phyllis Corn
Jeff & Barbara Cox
JT & Shawn Craddock
Ryan Craddock

Jack & Amy Cunningham
Mary Damm
Carolyn Dearmond
Amanda & Mark Delaney
Jack Deppe & Shari Barrett
John Dewitt
Terry Dillard
Robert Dillow
Brian & Lita Doesken
Phyllis Donahue
George Donigan
Michael Drake & Nancy Tarsitano
Carolyn Draper
Jerome Dulin
Mary Dungan
Rita Durnin
John & Janet Dyck
John & Leah Eads
Joseph & Patricia Easley
Desiree Eddington
Peg Ehlen
Caroline Eickhoff
Pete Emery
Valerie Ewers
Janice Farmer
Ron & Norma Faust
Arlene Fechtmeister
Amy Fehn
Tim & Anne Fiedler
Donald & Martha Fischer
Carol Fisher
Philip & Helen Fisher
Linda Folz
Peggy Forbes
Susie Fox
Cara Franklin
Friends from Amy’s Fountain
 View Mini Mart
Linda Gannon
Kelly Gates
Don & Cecelia Goerlitz
Natasha Goodge
Cheryl Graves
Cynthia Graves & Glenn Tindell
Jerry & Iris-Marie Graville
Jane Grizzell
Jeffrey Gruszewski
Bob & Patricia Gwaltney
Ed Hafer
Carolyn Haffner
Donna Hamilton
Renee Hanft
Elizabeth Hanneken
Ruth Harder & Jesse Graber
Cristie & Lloyd Harry
Bill & Jill Hemminger
Freida Henneberger
Wayne & Jewell Henning
Michael & Helen Herrell
Janice Heseman
Helene Hill
Tyler Hinds
Kindra Hirt
Nancy & Theodore Hitch
Victoria Hoehn

Patrick & Patricia Hoffman
Robert & Linda Holder
Edward Howard
Bob & Charlotte Howell
Dan Howell
J. David & Sarah Huber
Lisa & Jon Hubers
Cedric Huestis
Joyce Hunsberger
Thomas & Jean Hunsberger
Karen Husby
Diane Igleheart
Ray & Mary Gail Nagai Jacobson
Ronald & Charles Ann Jarvis
Nils & Jane Johansen
Marisa Jones
Paul Jones
Barbara & Thomas Josenhans
Norma Kacen
Elizabeth Kalb
Frank & Kathy Kanowsky
Rebecca Kasha
Joan Keck
Mary & Gene Kennard
Dorothy Kincaid
Jack & Linda Kinkel
Donald Korb
Douglass Korb
John & Mari Lyn Korte
Brian & Deborah Kushmaul
Joann Laugel
Jay & Sylvia Lautzenheiser
John Lawler
Judith & Patrick Lawler
Joyce Lawrence
Sharon Lichlyter
Dorene Loesch
Thomas Loesch Jr & William Hedel
William & Mary Longtine
Christine Lovasz-Kaiser
 & Alan Kaiser
Julie Lovins
Lynn Lowe
Kathryn Lynch
Mary Macgregor & Phil Lieberman
Tennie Mahrenholz
David & Pat Marienau
Alice Marshall
Colleen Martin
Diane Masterson
Sondra Matthews
Barbara May
Gary May
Mary McCarthy
Carolyn McClintock &
 Lloyd Winnecke
Rebecca Mcclure
Terri McCoy
Dee McDonald
Charmaine McDowell
Jane & Gregg McManus
Dorothy Meacham
Ruth Milgate
James & Carol Miller
Mary & Lawrence Miller

Patricia Miller
Vence Miller
Carolyn Mills
Spiro & Patricia Mitsos
Maris Mobley
Jeffrey & Susan Moore
Christy Morlock
Stephanie & Scott Morris
Joyne Morris & Edward
 Diekmann
Bill & Sue Morrison
Don & Susan Mosbey
Thomas & Lydia Murray
Ashley Murray
Dawn Murtaugh &
 William Tortoriello
Robyn & John Musgrave
Ira Neal
Peggy Neireiter
Suzan North
Ellen & Kim Norton
Pat Novak
Phil & Karen Ott
Jane Owen
Monica Owens
Pete & Catharine Paradossi
Carolyn Patton
Randy Pease
R. Wayne & Sally Perkins
Joseph & Melissa Peterson
Damon & Mary Phillips
Lew & Jeanette Plane
John & Barbara Pulcini
Lisa Raben
Sherry Ralston
Jenni & Lafe Ransom
Brenda & Gray Reavis
Helen Reed
Martha Reek
Jim & Lynn Renne
Mary Rexing
Gretchen Reynolds
Lisa & Jack Rheinhardt
Kathy Rice
John & Carolyn Rich
Olive Rich
Nelson & Joyse Rivers
Netah Roberts
Leslie Roberts & John Gibson
Sharon Roth
Felicia Rudolph
Jeff & Karen Ruthenburg
Mary & Charlie Rutherford
Lois Sadler
Tricia Samila
Ellen Sander
Carl & Judy Sandlin
John Scheer
Nancy & Edward Schenk
James Schnautz
Joann Schwentker
Alexander Scott
Sue & Russ Seiler
Marlene Shaw
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Randall Shepard & Amy MacDonell
Kokila & Mohit Sheth
Kathy Shoulders
Carole Shull
Carole Siesky
Charles & Jan Siesky
Isabel Silva
Bill Simmons
Larry & Lois Simon
Dean & Heather Skinner
Andrea Smith
Cookie & Stewart Smith
Marjorie Smith
Marylu Sonntag
Eric & Julie Spalding
Helen Spencer
Steve & Jean Spradley
Ellen Spradlin
Ernest Stair
Ruth Starr
Jane Staton
Dawn Stevens
Charlotte Stoltz
Dorothy Stone
F. Beth Stone
Sue Stuckemeyer
Bob & Linda Suter
Charles & Lisa Sutton
Nancy Synowiec
Helen Templeton
Beverly Thomas
Jessica Thompson
Melissa & Mark Tiessen-Dyck
William & Beverly Tonso
Daniel Townsen
Kathy Trentini
Barbara Trockman
James & Joan Truelove
Sue Underhill
Jan Unfried
Lorita Utley
Maria Utley
Dave VanLandingham
Jane & David Vickers
Luella Wagner
Ruth Wahoski
Evelyn Walker
Elizabeth Ward
Kathryn Waters & Mathew Graham
Roger & Carol Watson
John & Anne Weaver
Laura Weaver
Mudie & Ted Weber
Jennifer West
John & Rebecca West
John Whinrey
Bruce & Becca Whitehead
Joselyn Whitticker
Lora & Bob Williams
Charleen Williamson
Dixie Wilsbacher
Alan Winslow
David & Amy Winslow
Evelyn Woolley
Dorothy Word

Kathleen Workman
Betty Worthington
Peiyu Wu
Scott Wylie
Marian Yoder
Patricia Zivkovic
Barb Zwickel

Businesses, Organizations,
& Foundations:
Alpha Sigma Alpha
Arts Council of Southwestern Indiana
Baize Contracting Inc.
Best Klean Cleaning Service Inc.
Blackford’s Grove Neighborhood
 Association
Bokeh Lounge, LLC
Bristol Myers Squibb Employee
 Gift Match
CDBG Grant Program
City of Evansville Endowment Fund
Clear Window Solutions
Community Foundation Alliance, Inc.
Control Specialists, Inc.
Craddock Finishing Corporation
Craig Benefit Group, Inc..
Crescent-Cresline-Wabash Plastics
Cruise Planners Dream Vacations
Deaconess Hospital
Drew Heckert
Episcopal Fund for Human Need
Evansville Audubon Society
Evansville Bicycle Club
Evansville Day School
Evansville Downtown Optimists
 Foundation
Evansville Empty Bowls
Evansville-Vanderburgh Public
 Library
First Bank
Franklin Street Events Association
G.R. Freeman Heating and Air
German American Financial Advisors
Green River Kiwanis Club
 of Evansville
Haynie’s Corner Pub
Holiday Management
 Foundation, Inc.
Hoosier Memory Products
Housecall Home Inspection
Indiana Arts Commission
Indiana Youth Institute
International Brotherhood of
 Electrical Workers
Jeanne’s Gelato & More
Kappa Kappa Kappa, Inc.
Kohls
Krowl Law LLC
Maley & Wertz, Inc
Mcmahon Exterminating, Inc.
Mead Johnson Foundation
 Employee Engagement Fund
Melvin Simmons
National Benevolent Association
National Inspection Service of

 Indiana, Inc.
Old National Bank
P.E.O. Sisterhood Chapter Cc
Peephole Bar and Grill
Rebecca Langford LLC
Rhythm Spa & Salon
Rich Royalty
Rick Watkins Financial Services
Scotty’s Lawn Equipment
Strategic Alloys Minerals Metals Inc.
Substance Abuse Council of
 Vanderburgh County
Summit Enterprises, Inc.
Talley Medical-Surgical Eye Care
 Associates
The Next Legend
Tom & Evelyn Ingle Charitable Trust
Traylor Brothers
Trinity United Methodist Church
United Way of Gibson County
Vanderburgh Community Foundation
West Side Nut Club
Wildflower Boutique
Woodward Commercial Realty
Youth Resources of Southwestern
 Indiana
Zips Equipment Service, Inc.

Churches:
Aldersgate UMC
Baker Chapel UMC
Bethel UCC
Blue Grass UMC
Downtown Ministers Association
East Side Christian Church
Eastminster Presbyterian Church
Fairlawn UMC
Faith UMC
First Presbyterian Church of
 Evansville
First Presbyterian Church of
 Mount Vernon
Fletcher Chapel Church
McCutchanville Community Church
Methodist Temple
Salem UMC
Trinity United Methodist Women
Unitarian Universalist Church
Unity Church of Evansville
Zion Evangelical UCC

In Kind Donations:
Matt Bartek
Jeanne Bell
Beth Bloss
Meg Connolly
Richard Cook
Phil & Robyn Cooper
Mary Damm
Deaconess Main Campus Unit 5100
David Decker
Karla Dehner
Cyndi Donley
Eastside Christian Church
Evansville Power Yoga

Fairlawn United Methodist
 Church
First Baptist Church
Billy Hedel & Tom Loesch
Ed Howard
Sherry Hurt
Jane Johansen
Chris & Alan Kaiser
The Kennedys
Tobi Loesch
McCutchanville Community
 Church
Burkes Menefield III
Stephanie Morris
Kara Morrissey
Cindy Murphy
Dawn Murtaugh
Robyn Musgrave
Order of the Owls
Dr. Linda Parker
Peg Ray
Marion Rose
Dee Russell
Ann and Paul Ryan
Salem United Methodist
 Church
Jim Schnautz
Lou Ann Shooff
Carole Siesky
SMILE on Down Syndrome
Karen Sommers
Gerald Summers
Angela Taylor
Thompkins Middle School
 8th Grade
Unitarian Universalist
 Church of Evansville
University of Evansville
 Students
Judy Williams
Charlene Williamson
Linda Wilson
Barbara Witte
Adam Woodard

In Honor & In Memory:
In honor of Alan Winslow:
Martha Alldredge 
Jingle Igleheart Hagey &
 Chandler Hagey 

In Memory of Eric Lester:  
Cheryl Bryant 
Gloria Bryant 
Larry Hart 
Nickolette Hart 
Bruce & Sarah Lester 
Danielle Norris 
Lezlie Simmons 
Stacy & Jerry Warren 

In Memory of Judi Jacobson:  
Pam Cahoon 
Linda Gannon 
Silver Jacobson 
Connie Warren 
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In Memory of Michael Hedel  
Carol Hedel 
Thomas Loesch Jr & William Hedel 

In Memory of Norbert Woolley  
Anonymous 
Nicholas & Jennifer Blessinger 
Jim & Sandy Brenneman 
Ronnie & Sue Forney 
Scott Gartner 
Larry Hantle & Judith Forney-Hantle 
Jerry David Enterprises, Inc. 
Larry Mackey & Barnes & Thornburg LLP 
Bernice Rudolph 
James & June Schwengel 
USS Wasp Association 
Jack & Martha Vanstone 
John & Elaine Wellemeyer 

Reflecting on the Summer

Others:  
Thomas Loesch Jr & William Hedel in Honor of Dr. Robert
 & Judy Wargel
Donald Roberts in Honor of Helen Fisher
Mary Beckman & Michelle Garvin in Honor of
 Jean Beckman & Helen Templeton
Ann Kautzmann in Honor of John Gordon Kautzmann
Thomas Loesch Jr & William Hedel in Honor of
 Lily Mast & Ezequiel
Dorothy Kincaid in Honor of Mary Macgregor
 & Phil Lieberman
P.C. & C.L. Huestis in Honor of Phyllis Cooling
 & Christine Osborne
Vectren Employee Activities Organization in Memory of
 Lana Riddle
Timothy & Karen Walthall in Memory of Lee Metz
Lois Sadler in Memory of Lorraine Walther, Bonnie Phipps,
 Jeanne Nowlin, Joan Hickey & Mattie Lee Bledso
Judith Fiddick in Memory of Robert Schlea &
 Sylvia Hemminger
Alicia Lopez in Memory of Victor Jorge Lopez Downs

This list includes gifts received between 7/1/2015 and 9/30/2016. We are very grateful for every donation we receive. While we have worked to assure that 
this list is correct, we apologize for any errors we may have made.

In July we wrapped up another successful 
summer of children’s programming at Patch-
work. As always, the summer was a family-
like experience with multiple generations 
of people all participating together. We had 
everyone from three-year-old Calvin par-
ticipating in his fourth summer with us (yes, 
you read that right!) to 90-year-old Helen 
Belleville being introduced to the children 
of the children she used to teach here as a 
volunteer.

Thanks to our two Sculpture Weeks, we have some new sculptures in our
Blackford’s Grove Forest at the corner of 6th and Blackford. Every participant
had an opportunity to try welding, under the tutelage of this summer’s visit-
ing sculptor, Adam Rakestraw. The group worked together to design,
fabricate, and install gates for the garden made from old bike parts and
a one-of-a-kind bottle tree. In the process of installation, we used neon
string to stabilize the piece as its concrete base dried. The group decided
the string added to the piece, so we left it connected. Participants during
Art Garden Week II created bottle tree jewelry to add to the tree as well.
Stop by and check out our fun and quirky new art!

Dance Week was presented in collaboration with the Children’s Center
for Dance Education. Participants had a wonderful time jumping, mov-
ing, and dancing with Sadia. The week included learning Spanish dances,
large and colorful streamers, and a Soul Train dance line for which
everyone laughed and had fun.

continues on page 5
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Reflecting on the Summer  (con’t)

Our summer activities opened and closed with Patchwork’s
signature Art Garden Weeks. Susan Fowler returned for her
tenth summer at Patchwork and told stories from Indiana’s
history in honor of Indiana’s bicentennial. We learned about
the writing of the constitution; Abraham Lincoln’s early life;
the plight of elm and ash trees; the state’s rivers, streams,
canals, and native animals; Larry Bird; the history of women’s
basketball; and the Olympics. In the studio, we created
ceramic mushroom sculptures and created tree jewelry for
the bottle tree from Sculpture Weeks. In the garden, we
tended our native butterfly garden, planted beans, and
picked plums, blackberries, cucumbers, and zinnias. We
also dug a bountiful harvest of potatoes and onions. In the
kitchen, we roasted the potatoes and onions, chopped up
the plums and cucumbers, mixed up Jello and cookies,
made cobblers, and scrambled fresh duck eggs.

Special thanks to the Arts Council of Southwestern
Indiana, the Evansville Audubon Society, the Indiana
Arts Commission, the National Endowment for the Arts,
and the Vanderburgh Community Foundation for provid-
ing special funding for our summer arts activities.
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Save The Dates!

1996

1996

We’re excited that Patchwork is turning 40! 

Look for special events in 2017 that will celebrate this milestone including our annual Soup, 
Salad, & Style luncheon on Thursday, February 23, and a special birthday party in July.

We’ll also be celebrating Alan Winslow’s 95th birthday on Saturday, July 15th.

Mark your calendars now and keep an eye out for further details.  We hope it will be an oppor-
tunity to connect with friends here in Evansville and across the globe!

Helen Belleville’s 90th Birthday

Helen turned 90 this October and we celebrated with a party at Patchwork. 
She has been volunteering here since 1999, and in that time she has cared 
for the children who come to us and has given to them from her years of 
experience as an art teacher. She previously taught art in Mount Vernon, 
Indiana for almost 30 years. 

These days, Helen is able to visit us only occasionally, but at times she was 
here three to four days each week. Her influence can still be seen in our arts 
programming, most notably during easel painting time which she began 
early in her tenure. Even today, participants eagerly wait their turn at the 
big easels where they can paint whatever they want. They find joy in mixing 
this color and that color, dunking different kinds of brushes into the paint, 
and swirling them across the page. 

If you know Helen, you can send her birthday wishes in care of Patchwork. You can also make a donation to our 
Arts & Smarts program in her honor in order to help more children learn about and love art.
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Please be generous as you consider 
sending your cash contribution in the 

envelope provided for your convenience. 
Your generosity will help us continue the 

Patchwork tradition of providing these many 
creative programs. 

Patchwork Central, Inc.
100 Washington Ave. 
Evansville, IN 47713-1521
(812) 424-2735
www.patchwork.org 

John & Amy Rich
Shawn Craddock

Dee Stein
Jane Case Vickers 

Dixie Wilsbacher
Karley Garrison
John Schaeffer

Pete Emery
Elba Rodriguez
Richard Clegg

Co-Executive Directors
Administrative 
Assistants
Director of Arts and  
Education Programs
Tutoring Coordinator
Program Assistant
Food Pantry Coordinator
Bike Shop Coordinator
Intern
Intern

Patchwork Central Staff

Amy Rich
 

Laura Weaver
 

Amy Rich
 

Aztec Printing, Inc.

Editor

Proofreader

Photos

Layout & Printing

NAP Tax Credits Available

Sunday Worship 
 The Patchwork Community meets for worship 
every Sunday  5:15 p.m. at the Meetinghouse, 

100 Washington Avenue, 
followed by a covered dish supper.  

All are welcome!

Bequests
The next time you update your will, please consider adding 
Patchwork Central, Inc. as a beneficiary.  As a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization, Patchwork is eligible to receive donations from 
bequests.  Any size of gift makes a big difference in providing 
for our programming and contributing to our long-term stability.

E-Newsletter
More Stories! More Photos! More News!

Sign up for our bi-weekly e-newsletter!  You will receive email 
updates highlighting the most recent happenings at Patchwork.

Simply visit our website, www.Patchwork.org, and click the 
“join our mailing list” link!

PATCHWORK’S MISSION STATEMENT
Based in Evansville, Indiana, Patchwork Central, Inc creates 
community and encourages spiritual and social growth
 by offering hospitality, 
 by providing opportunities for learning, 
 by fostering creativity and involvement in the arts, and 
 by working toward a more peaceful and just world.

Patchwork anticipates that we will receive additional tax credits to 
make available to our donors through the State of Indiana’s Neigh-
borhood Assistance Program (NAP). We are allotted a set number 
of these credits each year and can give them to our donors on a 
first-come basis.

NAP donors receive a credit on their state taxes that is equal to 
half of their donation to Patchwork. For instance, a donation of 
$200 through the NAP program will result in a $100 tax credit 
for the donor. As usual, the full amount of the donation can be 
deducted from your federal taxes. Individuals and businesses who 
owe Indiana state taxes can take advantage of this program. The 
minimum NAP donation is $100.

If you would like to know more about how to give through the NAP
program, or if you would like to be contacted when Patchwork has 
tax credits available, please contact John Rich (812-424-2735 or 
JohnRich@Patchwork.org).
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